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bon member is not speaking to the motion.
]Et is giving reasons and explanations and is
distinctly out of order. If you allow himn to
do that, we shall all want to give reasons and
explanations and where will it end?

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Davies
Mr. Durack
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Latham

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Aogwin
Mr. Carter
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Carboy
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Boaron
Mr. Lutey
Mr. H. K. Matey
Mr. Marshall

26

.17

Ayn.
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Munsis

(Telter.)

NOrS.
Mr. McCallum
Sir James Mitchl
Mr. Mullany
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Simons
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. J. M. Srnlb
Mr. Troy
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Wilson
Mr . Mann

Question thus negatived.

[Committee resumed.]

Mr. Angwla
Mr, Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr, Corboy
Mr. Heron
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Latbumn

Amuendment thus
clause, as amended,

Title-agreed to.

Note.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Money
Pickering
J. H. Smith
Troy
Underwood
Munele

(Telaer.)

passd; proposed new
agreed to.

Bill reported with amnendnients.
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'Mr. MANN:. I i
That the folio~

posed new clause
apoited under

offcers of the brs
went established
Mr- UNDERWO

meet will not be
very well in the p
without dealing wit
proposed.

Amendment put
the following resul

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Cabrter
lire. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Duractr
Mn. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Luter
Mr. H. K. Mater
Mr. Mann

ive an amiendment-
rfing be added to the pro-

:'"Inspectors of liquors
the Health Act shall be

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

an .L sLue -runre .upari- QUEST [DN-FORKS'S COMMISSION,
under this section." REPORT.

OD: trut te amnd- Mrs. CO WAN asked thle Premier: 1, Has
carried. We have done tihe Forests Commnission which was appointed
net under the Health Act in December of last year completed its la-

k th inpecor.in he ay ours? 2, If so, has he received the report!
3, If not, has lie any iden whether it will be

and a division taken with presented before the close of the present see-
It-sion? 4, Will hie request that it be presented

21 at an early date, so that members may have
1s ain opportunity of analysing it befo re the
- Forests Department estimates are considered?
8 The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the

- Premier) replied: 1, I am advised that the
AYES, report is nearing completion. 2, Answered

Mr. McCallum by No\. 1. 3 and 4, The Commissioners expect
ISir James Mitchell to present their report shortly.

Mr. Please Ron. 11. Collier: Yon are optimistic.
IMr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Simons
Xr. 3, M. Smith
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Mullany

(Tagler.)

QUESTIO-N-ELECTORAL, SOUTH-EAST
PROVINCE.

Mr. .TOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Works: What was the cost to the Govern-
meat of the last contested election for the
South-East Provinceel
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Thf 3ITXLSTEII FOR WORKS replied:
The cost to the Government of the last con-
tested election for the South-East Province
was £188 1s. lid. (Note.-This total is ex-
elusive of the preparation and printing of
rolls, and of advertising, this work being per-
fongued as a whole for the State.)

SOLDIERk SETTLE.MENT SELECT
COMAMITTEE.

Publication of Proceedings.
Clpt ARER (Leederville) [4.35]: I

move-
That the Standing Orders having refer-

ence to the publication of the proceedings
of a select committee be suspended so far
as to Permit the select committee appointed
to inquire into the question of repatriated
soldiers and laud settlement policy to ex-
riiie its discretion in admitting the Press
to its meetings.

I am presenting this motion in a formal Way
at the request of the select committee, the
Chairman of which is unable to be present at
the opening of to-day's sitting. The Con-
troller of Soldier Setlement agrees with the
committee that publicity of this nature would
be advantageous to the work of the corn-
mnittee.

Hion. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.36]: Un-
less the hion. iiiember can. give seine more sub-
stantial reason for suspending the Standing
Orders, I do not feel disposed to agree to the
motion. It has been a well established prac-
tice in connection with the work of select
committees that the Press should not be ad-
mitted to their deliberations. Duiring the 17
yeairs I have been in the House, speaking
from memory, last year was the first occasion
on which the Standing Orders relating to the
conduct of select committees, were suspended
and the Press admitted. That was in con-
nection with the iniquiry into the war gratuity
bonds. It seems that in agreeing to the
motion on that occasion, we established a
precedent which it is sought to follow on
every occasion. To say that the Controller
of Soldier Settlement, Mr. 'MeLarty, consid-
ers it would be advantageous to have the
Press present is entirely beside the question.
What has the matter to dio with Mr. McLartyf
I am surprised that -such a reason should be
urged. Because a Government official con-
siders it would be well to hare the Press
present, the House is asked to set aside its
Standing Orders and depart from a Custom
that has been fairly rigidly followed through
all the years.

The Minister for Mlines: What would you
expect Mr. MeLarty to say if he Were asked
whether he objected to the Press being pres-
ent!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of eourse lie would
say no. 1 would be surprised if he were
asked.

The Minister for Mines: How would they
knew unless he was asked?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I cannot imagine such
a question being put to him. It is not one
for his consideration or opinion. I anm not
opposed to the admission of the Press if
euTicit and satisfactory reasons can be
given, but to suspend the Standing Orders,
without any reason being given, save that
Mr. MeLarty thinks it would be advantageous,
would be altogether unjustified. If other
reasons can be given I shall not object to the
motion, but I am not prepared to support it
on the ground stated.

Hon. MT. P. TROY (Mt. .Magniet) [4.40):
The rules governing select committees are
very strict, because the House agrees to the
appointment of select committees in order
that they might report to the House and not
to any other person. Standing Order No.
352 provides that the evidence taken by any
select committee of the House and documents
presented to such committee, which have not
been reported to the House, shall not be dis-
closed or published by any member of such
committee or by any other person. We have
no right to whittle away the rules of the
House by giving concessioas to certain corn-
uTittoes and probably denying them to others,
If we are going to have one select committee
open to the Press, let us have all select corn-
mittes open to the Press and amend the
Standing Orders accordingly.

The Minister for Works: There are good
reasons why they should not be open to the
Press.

Hon. If. P. TROY: The House appoints a
select committee to examine a certain project,
and to report to the House and to no one else.
Therefore we would not be acting in our own
interests if we gave this select comnmittee the
power sought.

Air. COSBOY (Vilgarn) [4.42): As one
of the muenmbers of the select committee, I
can tell the House that, in requesting this
permnission, we had in mind that very miany
people were interested, either directly or in-
directly, in the work of the committee, and
they would probably not know what tran-
spired unless reports were published in the
Press from time to time. It is obvious that
the usual report of the select committee
would not be readily available to a vast num-
ber of men directly interested in this inves-
tigation-nen away in the baciblecks.

Hon. M1. P. Tray: You have the power to
advertise for witnesses.

Mr. CORBOY: I believe we have adver-
tised for witnesses, but the point which the
member f or Mt. 'Magnet overlooks is that
ninny of the men interested will net give
evidence. On their behalf one man will pro-
bably give evidence, and they will certainly
desire to know what has happened at the
inquiry.

Hon. M1. F. Troy: The Standing Orders do
not permit you to admit the Press.

Mr. CORHnoy: I am not very much con-
cerned whether they are admitted or not.

The Minister for Mines: There could be
only two reasons for making such a request
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-one to get undue publicity, and the other
scavenging for evidence because you bare not
got any.

Mr. COB SOY: That statement is worthy
of the Mdinister who made it.

The Minister for 'Mines: It might be.
('apt. Carter: Absolutely unwarranted, too.
The Minister for Mines: That does not

:answer it.
M1r. CORBOY: T will aaswcr it by saying

that no member of the committee desires any
publicity at all. In fact, the 'Minister can
have my place on the committee.

Trhe Minister for MHines: Not for your-
selves; I am not talking about that.

Mr, (NIEBOY: I would certainly use any
influence I might have to prevent the com-
mittee front scavenging for evidence, No
committee should do that. If the evidease
is not forthcoming in answer to the usual ad-
vertisenment in the Press 1, for one, would
not scavenge for it.

The Minister for Mfines: You ought to
know what you are after. Go in and get it.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister thinks every-
one mnust descend to the methods he adopts
for obtaining information.

Ron. 31. F. Troy: Why not ascend to his
methods?

Mr. COB BOY: Those concerned in the in-
vestigation should know what is happening
during the inquiry. For that reason they
should be informed through the Press as the
best means of conveying to themn what has
transpired. Apart from that I am not con-
cerned as to whether the Press are admitted
or not.

Mr. T'NDKRWOOD (Pilbara) [4.47]: The
Standing Order is right. Tt is not necessary
to have, the Press present at the inquiry.
Manmy people have the foolish idea that, when
they see their naimes and remarks in the
Press, it makes themn great. We should not
encourage that. The Committee can get all
the information that is -required by way of
evidence without the presence of the Press.

'Mm-. PIESSE (Teodyay) [4.481 . One
phase of the amatter has been overlooked.
When a select conmittee is appointed it, is
often considered necessary to inquire into the
aidministration oir working of a dtepartmnent
concerned in the inquiry. It in only reason-
able, in the preseat instance, that the con-
troller ii! this department shouldl desire to
see the light of day let into his work. I
sympathise with him.

Hon. P. Collier: The report wvill deal with
the controller.

Mr. PIESSE:- If I were he, I think I
slhould request that thme fullest publicity be
given to the inquiry.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES (Hon. ..
Senildan-Albmny) 14.491: On a previous
occasion 1 objected to the suspension of this
Standing Order to permit of publicity being
given to evidence taken by a select committee.
There must have been good grounds for the
framing of such a Standing Order. Per-
liament is a body that is entitled to obtain

any information it requires for the purpose
of conducting tbe business of Parliamnent as
wel] as the administration of public depart-
Iants. It should, therefore, be permisgible
for Parliament to mnake inquiries in directions
which it may not be desirable should be re-
ported in the Press. There have been select
ectiimittees which, by pieramission of the
Rouse, have been enabled to. suppress evi-
dience submitted to thenm.

Hon. P. Collier: Publicity mnight prevent
them from getting evidence.

Hn. W. C, Angwin: A select committee
suppressed evidence at one time in a wray
that was injurious to the public.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That may
be so. The object of appointing a select
committee is to enable a committee of Par-
liamnt, instead of Parliament as a whole, to
make a definite inqu~iry into a definite 5LLlJ-
ject, aud to report to Parliament for its
guidance. Until such time as Parliament has
been acquainted with the conduct of affairs
in question, it sents to me it is nut right
that the public should be informed of what
is happening. It may appear that there is a
desire to suppress information, but that is not
the point. A select committee is authorised
by Parliament to make inquiries in certain
directions. It should be in possession of cer-
tain material facts to enable it to prosecute
that inquiry. No publicity should be neces-
sary to induce people to tender the requisite
evidence. The select committee ought to be
able to know where to look for it, and ought
to be able to get it. If a committee is in
that position, there is no necessity for any-
one to know what is transpiring. It is Par-
liament that should know. Select committees
are frequently confused with Royal Commia-
tions. A Royal Commission is appointed to
enable the public to ubtain information which
might not otherwise be available. A, select
committee is appuintud front amongst the
miembers of Parliament to give attention to
definite matters, and to submit recommenda-
tions to Parliament for its guidance. There
must have beea good ground for ma king a
Standing Order of this hind. I knovi of no
special warrant in this case for departing
from it. M.%r. VcLarty may want the in-
quiry opened to the Press, but that does Liot
alter the position. It is Parliament that re-
quires the inforation. The House author-
ised five of its members to mnake this inquiry,
vall fur papers and persons, and to report to
Parliament. When their work is over Par-
linwnt is in a position to give as much pub-
licity as it likes to the inquiry, andl tu sup-
press what it likes, It is entirely a matter
for Parlianet. A burly organised for pub-
lic purposes may desire to submit a certain
matter to a special committee, but until that
11ommittee reports no one knows the direction
in which the inquiry has been inade. Lt
would lbe undesirable that publicity should be
given to the special work undertaken by
every select committee that is appointed, for
if that were so the minds of sections of the
co mmunity might be prejudiced. 'Evidence
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inight, be given in one direction, but not in
another, and thus a false impression muay be
created. Parliament has power to make in-
quiries in direitions in which no one else can
inquire. We should keep the Standing Order
intact, hold the inquiry, and let the report
he submitted to Parliament.

Hon. T1. WALKER (Kanowna) 14.533): So
mucth has beon said to the point that it seems
to be idle persiflage to say anything more.
I do, however, ask the House to stand by its
Standing Orders. A request of this kind
should not be treated lightly, and very sub-
stantial reasons must be put forward for de-
parting from this Standing Order. It has
been rightly said that a select committee is
mecrely an instrument of this Chamber, and
that the Chamber may inform itself as to
whether any action lies to be taken one way
or the other. To allow the matter placed be-
fore a select C0,nim1ittee to be made known to
the public generally through the Press would,
in the absence of direct authorisation of this
Chamber, be a breach of the privileges of the
House. The report has to come to this Cham-
ber first. It miust not reach the public be-
forehand, or prejudice the public mind one
wany or the other. I trust, therefore, the
motion will not be carried. No, good reasons
have been put forward why we should pass
it. The committee may advertise for wit-
nesses as much as it desires. The question
binges upon the publication of the evidence.
It is desired that the Press may be allowed
to publish the evidence taken by this corn-
mittee. Evidence might be obtained on one
day that would be advertised all over Aus-
tralia. On the following day a condensed
r-eport may be published which may reach
only a limited number of people. A false im-
preasion may then get abroad, and even the
minds of hon. members miay be prejudiced,
for the matter may be prejudged, before the
report is received, owing to the statements
that have been conveyed through the Press.

The Minister fur Works: And a first im-
pression lasts.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly. Hon.
members are thus informed through the
channels of the public Press, instead of
through the channels provided by this Chain-
her. It is a very unwise and dangerous prin-
ciple. No injustice will be done to anyone
by waiting until the House first of all, in-
forms itself as to the result of this inquiry.
1 understand that 'Mr. Mebarty desires that
the information should be made public.

Mr. Davies: No objection was raised.
M~r. Corboy: How do you know that?
14r. Davies: That was stated by the mem-

ber for Leederville.
Hon. P. Collier: M.%r. 3feLnirty thought it

would he advantageous.
Hon. T. WALKER: There could be no

objection to it if it did not violate a very
important Standing Order. This House
should first of all be informed before the
public, so that it may not be swayed by
Press reports that may be prejudiced. it

mrust have a calia and collected mi to con-
sider the evidence and reports when they
reach it. If the ease, requires publicity, it
will receive adequate attention in that re-
spect u-hen it reaches this Chamber. That is
the time when we can net simultaneously
with the report as we think fit.

The MINISTER POR WORKS (Hon. W.
3J, George--Murray-Wellington) [4.56]: If
full reports were published in the Press pos-
sibly no false impression would be created
in the minds at the public. We know, how-
ever, that the amount of space at the disposal
of a reporter is governed by the ex-igencies
of the publisher. He may be permitted to
give a full report, or he may have to cut it
dowvn. If the report is cut down, the conden-
sation that takes place is based upon the
judgment of the representative of the paper1
who may have no knowledge of the documents
that are before the committee, which may
throw a very different light upon each por-
tion of the evidence. Lending articles are
often based upon condensed reports, and, pos-
sibly quite unconsciously, have created a wrfong
impression of the matter at issue.

Hon. T. Walker: That is so.
The MiINTSTER FOR WORKS: The only

advantage to be gained b7 giving publicity
to the evidence may lie in the publication
of what may be termed the spicy parts of the
evidence. The evidence is thus rend by per-
sons who would otherwise not know any-
thing at all about the ease. Some good might
come of it in that direction. But the in-
quiries usually held by select committees are
not directed in chnn els of sensationalism.
An exception to this is the committee of
which the member for Collie (M.%r. Wilson)
was the chnirmnn. The publication of the
proceedings in that case brought the matter
before a number of people in the State, and
gave them an opportunity of considering
whether or not they should give evidence ait
the inquiry. The investigation certainly ac-
coniplished a great deal of good. Tin the
present instance the House should adhere to
custom. It is entitled to be the first to -read
the evidence and receive the report. When
that time arrives all the publicity that is
needed will be given to the subject. It is
no uncommon thing to find that when the
evidence taken before a. special committee is
published, further evidence has been brought
to light which has a bearing upon the ques-
tion. When, however, an inquiry is held and
the reports, probably written by a gentle-
man whbo may only possess a superficia know-
ledge of the subject, are cramped into the
limited space that is available, more harm
than good may engue as a result of publicity.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville-in reply)
(5.1]:- I feel that I1 almost owe an aPologY
to the House for not having placed the case
for this relaxation of the Standing Orders
more clearly before hon. members; but I was
given to understand, if not in so many words,
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that the permission would in this case, as
in that of the select committee which in-
quired into the disposal of war gratuity
bonds, lie granted as a mere matter of form.
The member for Collie (Mr. Wilson), who is
chairman of the select comolfittee, asked me
to poiiit out specially to lion. members that
there is no objection from the people most
concerned, namely the department. When I
mientioned the Controller of Soldier Settle-
meat, I mentioned him as head of the de-
partmnent. l will say now-

Mr. MPlFAKER: The hon. member can-
not introduce new matter now, He can only
reply to arguments used.

Calit. CARTER: In the course of the de-
bate I have been accused of attempting to
whittle away the rules of the House. There
was no attempt at that.

Hon. T. Walker: T do not think anybody
accused you of that.

Capt. CARTER: I am quoting the words
of the member for Mft. Magnet (Hon. M.
IF. Troy), who said, "We have no right to
whittle away the rules of the House."

lon. TY Walker: That applies generally.
Capt. CARTER: I am not taking it per-

sonally. Speaking on behalf of the select
committee, I say we are not attempting in
any way to take away the rights of the
House. in this case we are asking for whet
has been done in other eases, and especially
within the last 12 months. The reason here is
precisely the saint as that which operated in
the case of the War Gratuity Bonds Select
Commnittee. That committee was, and this coin-
niittee is, concerned with the settlement of
soldiers in a repatriated state in t heir
home country. As the Minister for Works
has pointed out, the former select committee
did a tremendous amount of good; and I
venture to say that one of the main avenues
open to that committee was provided
through the Press, in the many points of
publicity which were afforded to the com-
mittee's proceedings. The same thing will
happen in this case. The select committee
are about to deal with the complaints of
soldiers, complaints which have been laid in
this Chamber by the member for Collie, and
which have resulted in the appointment of
the committee.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the hon.
member to proceed on those lines.

Capt. CARTER: I am simply replying to
what has been stated.

Mr. SPEAKER: That argument was not
put up

Capt. CARTER: I feel that I have bean
placed in an invidious position, because I
was given to understand that this would be
a purely formal motion. Had I followed my
own course, I would simply have moved the
motion formally. However, I was specially
asked to make the statement I did regard-
ing the Controller of Soldier Settlement;
and accordingly I made it. It has been mis-
interpreted. I made it merely with the
object of giving, not any individual, but

the department concerned, and the State of
Western Australia, an opportunity of de-
fending themselves from the serious accusa-
tions made on the floor of this Chamber and
circulated throughout the country. For
that purpose the utmost publicity is essen-
tial. Many men in this State are affected
by the inquiry, and there is a probability
that a considerable proportion of them will
miss the two-inch or three-inch advertise-
'ue'ts in the papers. Their attention would,
however, be attracted if the proceedings of
this, conmmittee were given similar publicityv
in the Press to that which was given in the
case of the War Gratuity Bonds Select Coin-
inittee. I hope the motion wrill be carried.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 10
NToes .. . . -- 21

Majority against -. 11

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Carter
Mr. Cliesson
Mr. Davies
Mr. Hlckmott

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Collier
Mrs. Cowan
Mr- Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Heron
Mr. 0. C. Maley
Mr. H. X. Maler
Mr. Mann
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Mcsam

AyEs.
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lotam
Mr. Pleae
Mr. J, H. Smith

Mr. Corboy
(Teller.)

Mr. mulay
Mfr. Muasle
Mr. Pickering -
Mr. Sampson
'Mr. Scaddaa
Mr. A. Thoinson
Mr. Troy
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. Simons

(Teller.)

Question thus negatived.

RETrR-N-~INDUSTRIES, ASSISTANCE,
LOANS.

Hon. 34. P. TROY ('At. "Magnet) [5.11]:
Imove-

That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing in detail the amounts
advanced by the Government since June,
1914, by way of loans (apart from loans
for mining development) to local comn-
panies, co-operative companies, and pri-
vate institutions within the State, the
interest paid, if any, and interest owing,
to the 30th .Iune, 1922.

1 do not know What the attitude Of the
Government is towards the motion, but I
do not think there should be any particnlar
objection to the return being provided. A
considerable amount of money has been
advanced by the Government in the manner
indicated by the motion, and it is important
that the House should hare the information
asked for. The House is alleged to have
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control of public moneys, and therefore has
a right to this information.

Mr. A. Thomson: I amn glad you said
'alleged''I

Ron. M. F. TROY: I hope the House will
not have to insist on the information being
furnished. If the motion is not definite
enough, I am prepared to accept an amnend-
unent making it more definite. In may
opinion, it is very important that the House
should have this knowledge concerning the
financial arrangenments of the Government.

Mir. JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
[6.3]: 1 support the motion, and only re-
gret that it is marked by an exclusion.

Hon. P. Collier: What is that?
-Mr. JOHNSTON: It says "apart from

loans for mining development."
Ron. P. Collier: A return of all those

loans is laid on the Table every year. There
is such a return now on the Table.

Mir. JOHNSTON: Would it include allow-
ances to oil companies?

Hon. P. Collier: It would include all loans
granted under the Mining Development Act.

1%4~r. JOHNSTON: Then it would not cost
anything to include that information in the
return.

Hon. P. Collier: That information is on
the Table already.

Mr. JOHNSTON: In that case I shall not
move an amendment as I had intended.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George-M1urray-Wellington) [5.141 : I
had not n opportunity of discussing this
matter with the Premier before he went
awvay. It seems to me that the return asked
for, while giving hon. members information
to which they are no doubt entitled, would
mean a very great deal of work; and I do
not think much of the information could
be made available this session. If the
House insists upon the information being
obtained, it will be attended to.

Hon. P. Collier: There will not be so much
work attached to it. The items have not
been so numerous.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A great
amount of assistance has been given to in-
dustries throughout the State.

Hon. T. Walker: It simply means a refer-
cswe to the ledger.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do Dot
propose to oppose the motion but I would
like members to remember thsat it Will take
somne time to prepare the information
sought.

Question put and passed.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Angelo) took the
Chair.]

DILb-l'ERTH MARKETS.
Second reading.

-Mr. MM.. (Perth)
seoond reading smid:
short one consisting of

[5.17], in moving the
This Bill is a very

11 clauses.

Mr. Munsie: That is a fairly long one.
Hon. P. Collier: Especially for a private

member.
Mr. MANN: As a matter of fact, the City

Council already have most of the powers that
are asked for in the Bill.

Hon. W. G. Angwin: Why (10 they want
those powers given to them again?

'.%r. MANN: It is desired to put the mat-
ter in more definite form. They have most of
the powers with the exception of those out-
lined in Clauses 6 to S.

The Colonial Secretary: It is putting the
acid on the growers.

Mr. MANN: About 1913 the Scaddan
Government were in power and they decided
upon the erection of city markets. Arrange-
ments were made for their construction; pro-
perty was purchased and plans prepared. A
change of Government brought about a
change of policy and the markets were not
constructed.

Hon. P. Collier: That was only one of the
minor losses the community suffered through
the loss of that Government.

Air. MANN: Be that as it may, the posi-
tion is that the City Council were asked to
undertake the responsibility of providing
markets for Perth and the metropolitan area.
The council agreed to construct them and have
gone into the matter seriously from every
point of view and have made exhaustive in-
quiries. They have considered it from the
standpoints of the producers, the distributors
and the consumers. They have also made in-
quirles, I understand, from the R{ailway De-
partment regarding the engineering difficul-
ties. As to the question of the site-

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If the council want
their Bill, they should relieve the Govern-
ment of the site already purchased.

Mr. MANN: The council in their Wisdom
have selected a site, although it is not men-
tioned it' the Bll.

Hon. P. Collier: Where is it9
Mr. MANN: The site extends from Pier-

street along Wellington-street to Lord-street,
down Lord-street to Moore-street, with also
the option of the council's yard in the lst
mentioned street. The area embraccs about
11 acres

Hon. P. Collier: Does it include all the
houses and the hotel in that area.?

Mr. MANN: I think so.
The Minister for Mines: I do not think

the hotel is included.
The Colonial Secretary: No. they have not

secured that yet.
Eon. W. 0. Angwin: You had better take

the site that was purchased, if you want your
Bill.

M~r. MANN: The council have done all
they possibly ean up to the present, pending
the passing of the Bill. The council are to be
commended regarding the efforts they have
made. It must be conceded that they have
exhibited a certain amount of enterprise and
have agreed to shoulder mcertain responsi-
bilities which may or may not be theirs. In
their desire to oecure the proper distr-ibution
of produce they have decided to undertake
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the erection Of these markets. The presenit
markets in Perth are privately owned, sand al-
though nothing can be said against the an-
agement of them-it is not alleged they are not
properly conducted or that the growers to-
day do not get a fair deal. It is alleged,
however, that more economical distribution
and better control could be obtained if the
whole of the markets were brought under one
system and one control in one area. For that
reason, the council desire to secure the powers
requested in the Dill. Already the council
have power to establish and control markets
under the Mfunicipal Corporations Act. Fur-
ther powers are desired, however, which will
enable the council to borrow money, deal with
it as is necessary and also to make certatin
regulations.

Point of Order.

-Mr. Johnston: On a point of order. I
notice that the Bill proposes to impose ad-
ditional taxation not only upon the ratepayers
of Perth, but also as a charge on the whole
of the producers who wish to send their goods
for sale in Perth. In view of the fact that
the Bill will impose an additional charge of
£250,000 on the ratepayers of Perth, T con-
sider the measure is a money Bill, and re-
quires to be introduced by Message froni the
Governor. I ask for a ruling on the point.'Hon. W. C. Angwin: This has nothing to
do with moneys secured from the State.

The Deputy Speaker: According to Toad,
page 104, ''No private member is permitted
to propose an Imperial tax upon the people;
it must proceed from a Minister of the Crown
or be in some other form declared to be
necessary for the public service. But any
member may bring in a Bill to impose heavy
local burdens.'' That being the caue, t must
rule that the member for Perth is in order
and can proceed with the introduction of the
Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: I submit that if the only
authority is Todd, the point taken by the
member for Williams-Narrogin is a good one.
because it has been recognised for some years
that Todd, as an authority on Parliamentary
procedure, is obsolete. The authorities that
can be quoted are Keith and May, but to go
back to a day when Todd was a recognised
authority is to go back generations.

Hon. At. F. Troy: Some of his decisions
still hold good.

Hon. P. Collier: Not only are Todd's views
out of date. but our Standing Orders speci-
fically uphold the point raised by the member
for Williamsi-Narrogin.

Hon. T. Walker: I would draw the atten-
tion of the Deputy Speaker to Clause 6 of
the Bill, which shows that the burden to he
imposed is not a local one but one which will
be felt all over the State. It sets out that,
not withstanding anything contained in the
Municipal Corporationsi Act, 1906, or in any
other Act in force at the present time, al
prescribed articles of merchandise -which are
brought into the metropolitan area in quan-
tities of a value of more than 9I for sale,

otherwise than direct to the consumer, shall
be, in the first instance, sold in the market.

lion. W. C. Angwin: That is followed by
a clause which says that no goods shall be
sold in the market until the market tolls have
been paid.

Hon. T. Walker: This is a direct tax on
the producers in every part of the State.
finder it even the banana growers of Carear-
von will be taxed.

The Deputy Speaker: Do I understand that
it is desired to disagree with my rulings

The 'Minister for 'Mines: It is not your
ruling. It is Toddl's.

The Deputy Speaker: It is really a decision
by May given before the Joint Committee on
thec Despatch of Business, in 1868-69.

lion. P. Collier: I will bow to May, but
I will not give way to Todd.

Mr. Johnston: I will not move to dissent
front the ruling, but the point raised by the
member for Kanowna as to the tax imposed
on the producers of the State is an important
One.

Hon. W. C. Angn-in: And if includes the
Manufacturers as well.

Mr. Johnston: I ask for a ruling on the
second point.

The Minister for Mines: On a matter such
as that uinder discussion it should be remem-
bered that we have a Constitution Act pro-
viding the procedure governing the imposi-
tion of taxation, and the Bill has financial
clauses which are from Clauses 63 to 72. The
basis provided is that a Message is required
for the purpose of a Bill imposing any taxa-
tion or other impost for any purpose within
the State, which is levied and paid into the
Consolidated Revenue fund, for disposal by
the Crown. No money can be voted out of
Consolidated Revenue, once it is obtained by
Message front the Governor, unless a similar
,Ntessage is presented by a Minister. Tf the
point now taken holds good and means that
an impost by a local authority requires a
Message, then the Municipal Corporations and
Road Boards Acts would hare to be repealed.
We would have to do that because power is
given uinder those Measures to impose taxa-
tion.

Mr. A. Thomson: Private members never
bring in amendments to those Bills.

The Minister for Mines: But they could
if they chose. The difference in the methods
of Parliamentary procedure, uinder the Brit-
ish Constitution as against other countries,
is that we place definite responsibility on
Mlinisters of the Crown. We expect them to
introduce legislative proposals, and on all
questions of the obtaining and disposal of
funds there must be a Message from the
Governor.

Hor.. W. C. Angwia: I could not under-
stand the Government taking the responsi-
bility of bringing down this measure.

The Minister for Mfines: We are not father-
ig it. The Bill does not require a Message,

although it may require a good deal of con-
sideration.
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The Minister for Works: It may require
the consent of the ratepayers later on.

The Minister for Mines: The municipal
council cannot raise funds for the purpose
of undertaking this work unless they first
submit it to the ratepayers. Therefore aft
necessary protection is provided, except per-
haps in respect of the producers outside tbe
City of Perth.

The Deputy Speaker: The member for
Perth may proceed.

Debate resumed.

M1r. MANN: When interrupted, I was ex-
plaining that the City Council have already
tried to establish and control markets. The
council now ask for futher powers than are
given them under the Municipal Corporations
Act. They desire that fronm the date of the
establishment of the market for the sale of
prescribed classes of goods, those goods must
be sold through the market, and that it shall
be anl offence if those goods are sold through
any other channel.

Mdr. Latharn: Does that mean an exclusive
right of sale9

Mr. MANN: Yes, in respect of those goods
sold within the municipality.

Mir. A. Thomson: They are not amibitious!
Mr. 'MANN: They, arc going to spend the

money, and so should have a say iii the con-
trol.

lion. W. C. Angwin: They have a blooming
cheek to ask us to give them authority to
borrow money without the consent of the
ratepayers.

Mr. M ANN: That does not affect the
House, although it affects the ratepayers. I
think holl. memubers should give nue a chance
to get through this unpopular brief.

The Minister for _Mines: Unpopular oly
in detail.

Mfr. MANN: If we are to hare the mar-
k-et, somecone must undertake its construction.
The Government have not done the job; onl
the other hand they have asked the City
Council to undertake the work.

The Minister for Mines: On our site.
Mr. MANN: The council have gone as far

as they can go without the power provided
in the Bill.

The 'Minister for Mfines: They have gone
further than they ought to have gone.

Hion. W. C. Angwvin: Markets are becom-
jug out of date.

Mr. MANN: Clause 2 is simply the inter-
pretation clause.

Hon. P. Collier: We will give you that.
The Minister for Mines: No. Why should

the City of Perth be defined as the metro-
r~olitanl area?

MNr. MANN: Clause 3 gives power to es-
tablish markets. The council already have
that under the Municipal Corporations Act.

Mr. Lathamn: Then let them use it.
Mr. M1ANN: Clause 4 gives them power

to control certain streets and approaches.
'.o exception can be taken to that.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, it can. They are
not maintaining the streets they have. It is
easy to break one's neck when walking along
the footpaths.

Mr. MANN: It is to the credit of the
council that when produce was scarce and
prices high they did establish a market for
the benefit of producers and consumers alike.

Mr. A. Thomson: At the request of the
women.

Mr. MANN: At all events, it has been of
great advantage to both producers and con-
sinners. Now we come to Clause 6.

Hon. P. Collier: I would not touch that if
I were you.

Mr. MANN: It merely gives them power
to control the markets and the produce sold
within the municipality. Can we ask any
corporation to spend £100,000 or snore, unless
we give them control of the produce?

Hon. P. Collier: Even I could succeed in
business if I had an Act of Parliament com-
pelling people to come and buy from me.

Mr. Johnston: We never thought of that
compulsion when establishing Starte enter-
prises.

Mr. MANN: I cannot understand mtem-
bers who support State enterprises opposing
the Bill.

The Mfinister for Mdines: Well, I can.
Mr. MANNt The City Council are pre-

pared to spend their own money.
Hon. W. C. Angivin: No, they are not.
Hon. P. Collier: It is the ratepayers'

money.
Mr. MANN: The council represent the rate-

payers.
Ron. M. F. Troy: Since you are opposed

to State enterprises, how do you explain your
attitude ia fathering the Bill?

Mfr. MANN: I fail to understand the op-
position to the Bill.

Mfr. Richardson: You will understand it
liter.

Mr. MA'NN: The p~arty here, representing
the growers, desire some place wvhere produce
van be distributed and sold.

Host. M1. F. Troy: And we desire an open
field.

.Mr, ]MANN: They desire to dispose of the
goods to better advantage than. can be done
to-day. On the other hand, the consumers are
looking for cheaper supplies. The Bill re-
presents a way to meet both desires; yet we
have this opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: We are merely inquisitive
about it.

The Alinister for Mines: The council are
to get all the profits.

Mr. M1ANN: And sustain all the losses.
The Minister for Mines: You can ' bet your

life there will be no losses if the Bill goes
through.

?ur. Lathanm: What about Claus 7?
Mr. MAINE: Clause 8 is a simple provi-

sion.
Hon. T. Walker: What about savent
Mr. MANN: Clause 7 is a proper clause.

Would any member suggest that goods should
be sold and distributed, unless the fees were
paidl
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11r. Latham: We want to see the charges.
Mr. MANN: It would be unbusinesslike if

there were no such clause in the Bill. Clause
8 is the usual penalty clause included in all
such Bills as this. It is very necessary.

Mr. Richardson: That is why you create
a monopoly.

Mr. MANN: Clause 9 is the ordinary
clause to be found in Bills of this kind.

Hon. T. Walker: Where was there ever an-
other Bill like it?

Mr. IIANN: In prosec-utions under the
Customs Act it is not necessary to prove
that the goods were smuggled. You just al-
lege in the information that they were smug-
gled, and that is sufficient to put the de-
fendant on his defence. It is all that is
asked for here.

Hon. P. Collier: A very necessary pro-
vision.

Mr. MANN: It is very necessary. No hon-
est man would take any exception to it.

Hon. P. Collier: No, hut you can under-
stand the cross-benches being opposed to it.

Mr. MANN: No honest person would op-
pose it. -

Hon. P. Collier: Nobody except the Coun-
try Party, who are up in arms when caled
upon to pay.

Mr. MANN: I eaoned the clause.
Mr. Pickering: What about Clause 101
The Minister for Mines: This is pioneer

legislation. What is being done in Victorial
Mr. MANN: It is not my function to draw

parallels between the Bill and the legislation
in any other State.

Hon. P. Collier: Certainly not. Let us
strike out on new lines.

Mr. MANN: In Clause 10 the City Council
seek power to borrow money.

Hon. TF. Walker: Without asking the rate-
payers.

Mr. MANN: The council represent the
ratepayers.

Mr. Lathamn: Is it not usual to refer this
sort of thing to the ratepayers by refer-
eandum?

Mr. MANN: It does not affect the hon.
member. Hre does not represent Perth.

Mr. Latham: No, but I represent - the
people, and so it does affect me after all.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Give the hon.
member a chance to get on with the Bill.

Mr. MANN: It would appear that there
hap, been some concerted action, outside the
Chamber, aimed at the Bill.

The Minister for Works: No, no; don't
say that!

Mr. MANN: But it does occur to mec that
something of the kind has happened.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You wre the only
man I hate spoken to about it.

The Minister for Mines: Even ''the execu-
tive'' have not considered it yet.

Mr. MANN: T only wish ''the executive"
would take more interest in it. if they did,
hon. members on the cross-benches might get
different instructions, micht be told to sup-
port the Bill. Then, probably, there would
be no further opposition.

Mr. Johnston: Time exec-utive might decide
to issue instructions to the City Council.

Mr. -MANN: If they did so, the council
would take a proper stand. It is up to winec-
body, some institution, to resist the demands
of ''Ithe executive.''

The Mlinister for Works: Which executive?
Mr. IMANN: There is only one executive

known here.
The DEPUTY SPEARER: The executive

is not mentioned in the Bill at all. I want
the bon. member to stick to the Bill.

Mr. -MANN: Well, if you will endeavour
to keep lion. membhers quiet, I shall be able
to get on with my task.

The Minister for Works interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ordert The

Minister should set a better example.
M r. MANN: Clause 11 is essential and

speaks for itself.
The Colonial Secretary: What right have

you to establish freezing works?
Mr. MANN: The bon. member has been

clamnouring for the Government to do some-
thing in his electorate in the wvay of disposal
of fruit. He has asked not once but several
times that the Government should establish
freezing works in his electorlie. To-day the
City Council are prepared to undertake what
he desires to see carried out, and yet he ob-
jects.

Hon. P. Collier: He always was a bit
erratic.

Mr. MANN: I do not understand the atti-
tude of members on the cross-benches. They
too have been calling out for markets wherein
to dispose of the produce grown in their
electorates, and when we find that a body is
prepared to undertake a work, they raise all
sorts of objections.

Hon. P. Collier: It is because they would
have to pay.

Mr. Johnston: The conditions are very
hard.

Mr. MANN: The cnditions are what I
would call precautionary.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a very happy ex-
pression.

Mr.,MANN: Do hon. members think that
the municipal council of Perth will spend a
large sum of money ifi erecting markets,
freezing works and all the necessary appoint-
ments without taking precautionary measures
to preserve their own interests? That is all
they are asking and if they get what they
desire they will be prepared to carry out
their portion of the contract. Hon. members
must blame themselves if no market is pro-
vided for the disposal of the produce grown
in their electorates.

Mr. Latham: They will expet the pro-
ducers to give themselves up body and soul.

',%r. MANN: That may be the bon. mean-
her's way of analysing the position.

Hen. P. Collier: Don't you know that the
primary producers' executive are going to
establish markets of their own?

Mr. Latham: You have more inside in-
formation.
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M r. MANN: If that particular executive
should bring in a Bill as reasonable as the
oue I have submitted, they can expect to
get reasonable support. I have explained
the facts leading up to the introduction of
the Bill; I have explained the Bill and the
effect the establishment of markets will
have on the producers, the distributors and
the consumers. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Mr. Pickzering: Is this the stage at which

we can move to refer the Bill to a select
comamittee?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Not until the
second reading has been passed.

Mr. A. Thomson: Then let us take it as
read now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Roa. W.
J. George-Murray-Wellington) [5.50OJ: I
move-

That the debate he adjourned.
Mr. Mann: Why not let it go to a select

committee?
The MINISTER FOB WORKS: I do not

want it to go to a select committee.
l)tiou put and a division taken with the

following result:-
Ayes .. . . .11

Noes . .. . .. 22

Majority against .. 11

'Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Hlckmfott
Mr. Johnston
Mr. C. C. Malty
Mr. Richardson

Mr. Anguin
Mr. Canter
Mr. Cheseon
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Gibson
air. Heron
Mr. Lambert
M4r. Latam

Arias

Noce

Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J. H., Smith
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

Mr. H. K. Maler
Mr. Mann
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Mcallum
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Please
Mr. Simons
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Troy
Mr. Walker
Mr. Munsle

(Palme.)

Motion thus negatived.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. B.
S. Sampson-Swan) [5.55]: Notwithstand-
ing the many detects in the Bill, I acknow-
ledge with pleasure that it has at last come
ferward. It is long overdue. The growers
have looked forward to some measure of
control with regard to marketing. In its
present form , however, the Bill is quite in-
sufficient for the purpose of contrellibg and
marketing products. Throughout, as mem-

berg will see, it is provided that the Council
"may" do certain things, while in respect
of the growers it is always ''shall."1 There
is nothing indefinite so far as the growers
are concerned. The Bill does not set out the
method of trading.i

Hon. W. C. Anwn: Yes it does.
Mr. Mann: The council Ao not desire to

trade.
Hon. P. Cornier: Merely to control.
Mr. McCallum: Just to collect dues.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I mean

as to whether produce shall be sold by pri-
vate treaty or by auction. Alt produce
which conmes into the city, except that sold
direct to the consumer, and is of the valde
of £1 or over, must go through the market.

Mr. Xann: Are you taking exception to
that?

Ron. P. Collier: Why should I go to the
market, and so break a contract I may have
with a shopkeeper?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Excep-
tion may be taken to the fact that trade is
restricted in this way, and it is easily
possible to sec that a burden will be placed
on the shoulders of the producers. If pro-
ducers desire to make private contracts
with retailers, I submit they should be per-
mitted to do so. The Bill does not disclose
whether space is to be allotted to retailers
or in what way the distribution of produce
is to take place. I know something of the
conditions which exist in the East regarding
distribution. For instance, in Adelaide the
growers themselves take their produce to
the market and those growers are repre-
sented on the board of control. The fruit
is sold dlirect to the fruiterers, storekeepers,
barrowmen, and in fact to the retail traders
who supply country customers. Where the
grower deals direct, there is of course no
additional burden beyond the mere payment
of rent. In Melbourne private treaty is in
Vogue. The commission charged to the
grower by the traders who dispose of fruit
to retailers is 10 per cent. This will come
as a surprise to those members not already
aware of the fact. Undoubtedly the charge
is very high. It is much higher than in
Western Australia. Ia addition, transport
charges are imposed, when the produce
arrives by boat or train, or, alternatively,
the grower brings in his uwn produce. In
Sydney the same method of private treaty
exists but the commission charged is 7%A
per cent. There, too, We find an addi-
tioinal charge for transpoit. In communities
like Perth, Auckland and Wellington,
the method adopted is by auction.
It remains to be proved whether private
treaty or the auctionecring system is the
better. A Perth company did offer some
little time ago to permit the growers to test
out these two systems, hut, unforunately, the
opportunity ensa not availed of. The Bill
refers to the provision of cool stores. It says
the council "may" erect cool chambers. Be-
fore Parliament gives the council the privi-
lege of controlling the marketing of produce

loll.
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within this area, they should be under an
obligation to provide cool chambers.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin: You could not do
that

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A condi-
tion precedent to the granting of this privi-
lege should be the provision of cool storage
c-hamnbers of sufficient size to meet the re-
quirements of the markets. Possibly a large
cool chamber would not be necessary, but it
is essential that one of reasonable size be
provided; otherwise the growers must suffer.
It has been claimed that dhe establishment
of cool stores is not in the interests 62
growers. It has been urged that when a
grower sends produce into the market and
the whole of it is not sold, to place the bal-
ance in cool chambers until the following
day is something in the nature of an unfair
act towards fellow growers because the sub-
sequent markets are injured; prices are re-
duced because of the presence of a quantity
of produce in the cool stores. This argument
is not sound. I ask that the provision of cool
stores be made mandatory. It is an abso-
lute essential of every market. No market
of any size in Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney,
Auckland or Wellington is without a cool
store. A Very important omission from the
Bill is that of representation for the growers.
In Adelaide the growers bays representation,
and the samne might apply in other parts.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The markets there
might be under a tnist.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In Mel-
bourne and Sydney the markets are con-
ducted by the municipal council who let the
premises to the traders.

Hon. W. C. Aiigwin: The Melbourne mum-.
til market was empty when I was last
there.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A little
auctioneering is carried on there now, but
very little. The Bill makes no provision for
representation of the traders. It is unfair
to regard the traders-the auctioneering firms
of Perth-as the enemies of the growers. It
has often been stated and a good deal of
evidence has been adduced to show, that the
growers have not received fair treatment.
In the metropolis, hiowever, there is at least
one company, the Producers' Markets Ltd.,
composed solely of growers, and naturally it
is in the interests of their shareholders to
extend the utmost consideration to those who
forward produce for sale. Provision is made
for the framing of regulations, but there
is no limitation to thle tolls which might he
charged in respect of the produce sent in.
Some such limitatioil should be included.
The rentals for stalls and the necessary ware-
house space are not expressed. We are asked
to grant the Perth City Council this great
privilege and monopoly without any assur-
ance as to the charges to be imposed. We
have not even the assurance that sufficient
cool storage Will be provided. T had hoped
that the Bill would contain some reference
to the eases or containers to be used, but

Possibly this question might be dealt with
under the by-laws. It is important that con-
sideration be given to it. Under existing
conditions, a case once used cannot again
be packed with fruit. Ample opportunity
will be given in Committee to consider the
Bill, hut I must express keen disappointment
at the form in which the Bill is p~resented.
The member for Perth (Mr. tann) has made
out at wonderful ease with the material at
hand. His skilful choice of words in moving
the second reading is worthy- of praise.

Mr. Underwood: Worthy of a better cause.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Mr. Mann: That is a rather restricted

compliment.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon.

member can accept it as a sincere eomnpli-
nient. I marvel at his ability to command
such a fine collection of perssive words in
commending a Bill which strikes at the in-
terests of growers and fails to protect them.
A good marketing Bill is of the utmost im-
portance, for it means much in the way of
encouragement to growers, especially those
near Perth. I acknowledge the good work
of the City Council in respect to the kerb-
stone market. That is a part of the market-
ing scheme and growers have benefited fromt
it. Everyone would welcome a Hill which
would protect the consumer as well as the
grower. It might be contended that the
consumer is protected uinder this measure,
but apart from the fact that ratepayers
might be consumers, there is no reference to
consumers. We should aim at amending the
Bill to naks it of utility to growers, con-
sumers, and traders alike.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Pro-
mantle) [6.10]: I cannot pay the Colonial
Secretary the doubtful compliment offered
by him to the member for Perth. I have
never heard such lame statements made in
this Chamber in a second r-eading speech. The
Minister does not want municipal markets;
he desires that the ratepayers of Perth should
find the money to erect miarkets and then
hand them over to the prowers and traders.
He complained that there is no provision in
the Bill to gine the growers representation
in the management, and he added that surely
the auctioneers should have some part in the
management.

Mr. Davies: Ire also mentioned the eon-
sum ers.

l. W. C. ANGWIN: They were a second
thought; he did not suggest that they should
take part in the management. The Minister
also said that the amount of tolls and the
rent of stalls should be fixed. How could
these charges bo fixed until we knew the class
of building to be erected, the cost of it and
the area of the stalls to be ]lt Very minute
details would be required in order to be able
to fix the amounts to be paid for the
stalls. This is a matter for regulation. I
think die Municipal Corporations Act makes
provision for regulations for the sale of
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goods, and such regulations have to be ap-
proved by Parliament.

Mr. Mann: Yes, Section 179.
Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: So Parliament has

the last say an regards these charges. The
Minister was somewhat astray in suggesting
that it should be made mandatory for the
council to provide cool storage. Does be
think for one moment that any body of men
empowered to raise up to £250,000 for mar-
kets would fail to provide the necessary re-
quireinentsi

The Colonial Secretary: It is quite possible.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Is it likely?
The Colonial Secretary: I would like it to

be made a condition.
Rion. W. C. ANOWIN: There is no neces-

sity to make it mandatory. I believe mem-
bers of the City Council have sense enough
to Provide all1 the necessary requirements to
carry on the trade.

.Siting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Hon. W. C. ANCWIN: Before tea I was
replying to the Colonial Secretary. Most of
his remarks dealt with questions outside the
scope of the Bill. I will confine myself to
the Dill.

Mir. Mann: Do not be too hard.
Ron. W. C. ANGIVIN: The Dill contains

a most extraordinary proposal. The City
Council wish to have the city of Perth known
as the metropolitan area. It was considered
last night that the metropolitan area was
comprised within a radius of 30 miles of the
Perth Town Hall.

Mr. Davies: It is defined as the City of
Perth here.

Hon. W. C. ANGWm:; But the city of
Perth is only a small portion of the metro-
politan area.

The Minister for Works: That would also
interfere with the Traffic Act.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes. It would
interfere with other Acts also, in cases where
the metropolitan area has been defined as
that which lies between Midland Junction
and the boundary of the South Fremantle
electoral district.

Mr. Mann: It is desired to eater for the
ig the metropolitan area.

Mr. Richardson: It is very distinctly de-
fined.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: The City Corpora-
tion desire to define the city of Perth as be-
iog a, metropolitan area.

Mr. Mann: I do not think that.
Hon. W. C. ANGtWTN: According to the

definition of ''the metropolitan area,'' it
means the area embraced within the boun-
daries of the city of Perth. Every time the
metropolitan area is considered in the future,
people will be under the impression that it
nmens, within the boundaries of the city of
Perth.

Mr-. Mann: I hope that is the worst fault
you have to find with the Dill.

.Hon.W.C. ANOWIN: That is all one
wants.

Hon. T. Walker: That is only a slight
blemish.

Hon. W. C. AXOGWIN: The member for
Perth said the markets were to provide for
the produce of the metropolitan area.

Mr. Mannm: To provide supplies.
The Minister for Works: That is the city

of Perth only.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: How can markets

in the city provide supplies for the metro-
politan area?

Mr. Mann: I take it the consumers and the
distributors of the metropolitan area would
go to the markets to buy their supplies.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Some of them
might do so.

Mr. -Mann: They would be wise to do so.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Bill goes on

to provide what the City Council can do. Al-
ready powers are given under the Municipali-
ties Act, but the powers embodied in this
Bill differ considerably from those contained
in that Act. The City Council desire power
to make roads, drains, etc. Before the coun-
cl can raise money for this purpose they now
have to get the consent of property owners
in the city 6f Perth, but the Bill departs from
that principle.

Hon. T. Walker: It is a very dangerous
departure.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Bill gives them
power to make roads and drains without con-
sulting the property owners.

The Minister fqr Works: And they seek
power to construct railway sidings.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: A railway siding
could not be constructed without the consent
of the Railway Department. Any zaunci-
polity can rent a siding if desired for the
convenient handling of material required
for its use.

The Minister for Work: But why seek
power to construct sidings?

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: It may be fleece-
sury to construct a longer siding than the
Railway Department would be willing to
put down. A railway siding is no good to
any local authority unless the consent of the
Railway Department is obtained to join it
up with the railway system. There is one
provision in the Bill which goes beyond what
members would be prepared to piass. I refer
to the sale of merchandise. The City Council
seek power to prescribe the articles of mner-
chandise to which the Act, when proclaimed,
shall apply. These articles will be prescribed
by regulation, and it may be 12 months be-
fore such regulations come before Parlia-
nieat ad can be altered in any way. They
become law immediately they are approve~d
by the Oovernor-in-Conil.

,%r. Mann: You must give them credit
for having some common sense.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: If the Bill is
passed it will be necessary for such merchan-
dise to go through the markets if it ib of a
value exceeding £1.

Mr. Mann: It is not much use coast-net-
Ing markets if there wre to be a number of
small shops all round them.

1015



11116 [ASSEMBILY.]

lion. W. C. ANGWIN: That is all right.
One of the principal uses to which the mar-
kets will be put will be for the sale of pro-
duce. No market gardener outside the area
of the city of Perth will be able to sell his
produce within the city of Perth to any
fruitahop, vegetable hawker and the like.

Mr. tSimons: Mfeat cannot be sold either,
lion. W. C. ANOWIN: Mfeat baa to be

inspected.
Mr. Sinions: And vegetables too.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: If the meat is in-

spected before it goes to the market, it can
be sold without going there. The greater
proportion of the meat is inspected at the
slaughter house, and there would be no neces-
sity to force it through the market. It can
go direct to the store or shop, where it is sold
retail.

Mr. Mlann: The Municipalities Act pre-
vents the sale of fish except at the markets.

lRon. W. C. ANGWLN: Yes. There are
only two places is, the metropolitan area
w!,ere fish can be landed. A market gardener
at Jandakot, Osborne or Spearwood could not
arrange to supply a fraiterer or a vegetable
dealer with a cartload of his produce unless
it was first passed through thes markets, and
he had arranged for its sale there.

Mr. Mann: Is that not in keeping with all
metropolitan markets?

Hon. WA. C. ANGWIN: That does not
affect the position. Is this the proper method
to adopt? It must be sold in the markets.

The Minister for Works: That is it.
Mr. Johnston: And tribute must be paid

to the City Council.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: A man cannot sell

the produce of his garden where he pleases.
Orchardists frequently sell their fruit as it
hangs on the trees.

Capt. Carter: And by contract too.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes, and before the

fruit is ripe. It has then been sent to the
metropolitan area.

Capt. Carter, It is the same with potato
growers.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Under the Bill this
could not be done.

Mr. iUnderwood: What about jami fac-
tories?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The same thing
would apply.

Mr. Mann: Not if the stuff is not sold in
the city of Perth.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: Clause 6 says-
After thle establishment of a market,

Cowtstnig anything contained in the
.Municipal Coporattions Act, 1908, or in
any other Act in force at the passing
thereof, all Prescribed articles of mercha-
dise which are brought into the metropoli-
tan area in quantities of a value of more
than £E1 for sale otherwise than direct to
the consumer, shall be in the first instance
sold in the markets.

Every person who brings into the city goods
Of A value of £1, whether to be sold wholesale
or retail, must first put his goods into the
market, because they are brought into the
city of Perth. This amounts to restraint of

trade and no Parlianment would be justified in
granting such power. It would have a tea-
dency to prevent persons who wish by private
contract to deal with their own goods from
doing so. Once they get into the markets
they are to be sold uinder the regulations
made in compliance with the Act. It may be
made compulsory that the goods shall be put
tip to auction, and an auctioneer may be ap-
poin~ted to sell them. Tf that were so a am
would[ be debarred front the right to privately
sell the produce from which hie earns his
livelihood.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: I think it is
proposed to eliminate the auctioneer.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: I did not under-
stand that from the remarks 6if the Colonial
Secretary. Hon. members will, therefore, re-
cognise that these are very extraordinary pro-
visions to ask Parliament to grant to the
city of Perth. Take the case of a man who
has been in financiall difficulties for some time,
has run out of money, and brings into the
market a eartload of produce. Hie has not for
the moment the money with him to pay the
market tolls. Under this Bill hie will not be
able to sell his produce until he has paid the
tolls, no matter what the value of his pro-
duce. Before be does any marketing, he will
have to go in for a bit of canviasing, looking
for consumers of part of his goods in order
to obtain the money to pay the market tolls.
And then probably be would be arrested for
illegal sale of his goods. Manufactured
goods, for instance, cannot be hawked with-
out a license under a penalty of £.50.

Mr. Mamo: Not exceeding £50.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The clause is very

drastic as regards the seller of goods. There is
another clause dealing with the sale of goods.
If a complaint is lodged that a person has sold
goods otherwise than ats provided by the previ-
ous clauses-that is, if he has sold them direct
to the consumer, or sold them outside the mar-
ket-he can be summoned; and then it is not
for the City Council to prove the offence, hut
the person charged must prove his innocence.
The member for Perth in moving the second
reading pointed out that these provisions are
contained in other Acts. But two or more
wrongs do not make a right. According to
British justice, a man is innocent until he his
been proved guilty, and thoem who lay the
charge against him must prove his guilt. It
is not for the person charged to prove his in-
nocence. The borrowing power under the Bill
is such as has neve, before been heard of in
Western Australia. Under the Municipal
Corporations Act, before any money can be
borrowed for municipal purposes, certain
things have to be done. Plans and specifi-
cations and full particulars of the works for
the construction of which the loan is intended
must be prepared, and deposited in the muni-
cipat offices for the inspection of ratepayers.
Notices have to be published, and the inten-
tion of the local authority to go on the loan
market most be advertised. Time is allowed
within which mny 20 property owners of the
municipality cam demand a poll of the pro-
perty owners on the question of whether the
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money shall he borrowed or not. In other
words, the matter is entirely in the hands ot
the property owners of the municipality, for
the reason that the Property is the security
for the intended loan.

Mr. '.lan: I am advised that that applies
to this Bill.

lion. W. C. AINOWIN: I am not a lawyer,
bait I will read a paragraph referring to this
matter-

Notwithstanding the provisions of Part
24 of the Ifuni~pfl Corporations Acts
1906, the council may at any time and from
time to time borrow ally sum or sums of
money, whirl, in the opinion of tile council,
may be necessary to carry out the purposes
o f this Act, hut so that the total su bor-
rowed shall not exceed £2.50,000.

What does that men but giving the entire
power to the council, without any reference to
the property owners? The provisions of Part
24 of the Municipal Corporations Act deal
solely with the borrowing powers of munici-
palities. The intention of the clause front
which f have quoted a paragraph is as 1
state; otherwise the clause would hlave merely
embodied the powers uader the Municipal
Corporations Act, which are perfectly satis-
factory save in one respect, to which I have
ilrawn7 attention here previously. It is that
the sinking fund to be provided of not less
than 2 per cent, in many eases dloes not pro-
vide sufficient funds to redeem the loan dur-
ing its currency. Now, are we justified in
taking away thle r-ights of the property own-
ers of the city of Perth as here proposed?

Air. Underwood: The owners are agree-
able.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I dto not know.
They ay be.

Mr. Mnnm: They ]lave not raised any oh-
jei-tioii.

ll. W. C.'ANOWIN: That is all right.
In reply to the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Vnderwood), if the property owners are
agreeable, then there is no necessity for the
dlnse, because the property owners will not
enterer the provisions of Part 24 of the
Mfunicipal Corporations Act.

Mr. Underwood: Are we not allowed to
please ourselves?

Hon. %W. C. ANiWTN : The holl. member,
being a property owner of the city of Perth,
will find that he cannot please himself tinder
this Bill.

Mr. Underwood: Don 't you worry about
that!

lion. W. C. ANOWIN : I take exception to
that feature of the Bill because of the bad
example which will be set to other muni-
vipilities. The measure gi-es the Perth City
Council power to raise a quarter of a million
PS money without any reference whatever to
th- property owners of the city, whose pro-
p-rties will be the security for that quarter
of a million.

'%fr. Underwood: We can deal with that
maitter in Committee.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes; but it is a
very dangerous provision. Before passing

[39]

the Dill n-e wrant to know whether the rate-
payers of the city of Peeth approve of the
scheme. We should bear the ratepayers on
the subject, and not the Perth City Council,
because no member of that body has ever
mentioned in a ward that the council pro-
posed to borrow a quarter of a million with-
out reference to the ratepayers. There is
another phase of this market question. Some
years ago an inquiry was held to ascertain the
best site in the metropolitan area for the
establishment of markets, the site most suit-
able to the convenience of the great majority
of consumers. As the result of that investi-
gationi the Government of the day came to
the conclusion that the best available site
was one near the West Perth station, in
'Marquis-street; and the Government invested
a sum of money in the purchase of land for
a market site. Very little objection was
raised at the time to the site purchased.
Owing to a chlange of Government, as the
member for Perth has said, and the war may
have had something to do with it as well,
the markets were not built. This House
should insist, in passing a Bill for the estab-
lishment of markets, that use be made of the
Government site, on which a large sum of
the State Is money has been invested after
due consideration and the fullest inquiry, and
after the obtaining of the diews of experts.

The Minister for Works: What about East
Perth ?

Mr. Simnons: That is the natural place for
a market, being the natural junction of our
railway system.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We must not con-
sier Perth only as it is to-day. We must
look to the future. There are more improve-
ments and greater expansion of population
between Perth and Premnantle than in the
other direction.

Mr. Mann: Why are you considering the
Government and their land? You have to
consider the council, "-ho themselves own a
large area of land.

Hion. W. C. ANGIVUN: The council are
going to borrow this quarter of a million, but
I don not think they have a market site.

-Mr. Underwood: The Marquis-street site
should hlave been handed over to the mnuoi-
cipality years ago.

Holl. W. C. ANGWIN: When the question
of the provision of markets is considered, it
should be viewed broadly, Rnd if that be done,
it will be recognised that the Marquis-street
site is the one that should be used, and the
money expended by the State in the purchase
of that site should be portion of the cost
of the markets.

Mr. Mann: How would yen capitalise it?
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The interest on the

purchase money for the markets should he
paid by the council and the general tax-
payers should be relieved of the amount, if
any, they are paying under that heading.

Mr. Underwood: They are paying some-
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Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not know if
that is so, because some rent is being re-
ceived in respect of buildings on that laud.
I hope the Rouse will assist in making it
compulsory that any markets to be con-
structed in the city of Perth-I cannot inter-
fere with those owned by private people-
shall he erected on the site in the purchase of
which the State has bxpended a large sum of
money. That would be a fair and just amend-
inent to the Bill.

M1r. Mann: You should bear in mind that
the council bad to pay a large amount of
money for an area they were compelled to
take over.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Tn what way?
Mr. Mann: When they took over the gas

works.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That was not a

large area.
The Minister for Works: It was nothing

compared with this.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Marquis-street

site would suit the people better than the
other site. Tet hon. members have regard
for the position at Subiaco. If the Perth
people are not careful, Subiaco will be out-
shining the city.

Mr. Pickering: Why victimise the rest of
the people?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Then there is the
position of Fremantle. Many market gard-
eners are going to Spearwood and the Fre-
mantle end of the Janeahot district. We
have to think of the metropolitan area as a
whole and the market should be central.

Mr. Richardson: There is a lot of cheap
land to be used, too.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Marquis-street
site is suitable from a railway standpoint.
The construction of sidings can be carried
out cheaply, as well as everything necessary
for the markets. The State should be re-
lieved of the cost of that area which was
purchased for market purposes.

Mr. Manin: Would you make that impera-
tive, if the land could be used for some other
purpose?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That land was
purchased as a site for the markets and no
better or more convenient situation could be
obtained.

Mr. Pickering! That ws's the site recom-
mended by the Commissioner of Railways.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Not only by the
Commissioner of Railways, but there were
several conferences of producers and others
interested who agreed upon that site before
the purchase was made. There was no ob-
jection to it at the time and the majority of
those interested in the establishment of mar-
kets realised that it was the best site.

The Minister for Works, Why has that
site been turned down?

Mr. Underwood:± The Government would
not give it to the council.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not believe
in giving it to the council. It should he given
to the municipal authorities at the price the
site cost the State.

Mr. Richardson: That would be a good
bargain.

31r. U~nderwood: The Council offered to
take it at that.

Hlo,. W. C. ANOWIN: J hope the Govern-
mneat will insist on the markets being erected
on this site and that the price of the site to
the council shall he that paid for it by the
State. I do not wish to see the State make
in profit out of the deal, although the land
is miore valuable to-day than it was when it
was purchased. There are several provisions
in the Bill which should receive duo consid-
eration by the House and they should be
altered before the measure is passed through
Comm nittee.

The MT1N [STER FOR AGRICULTUREF
(Hon. H. K. Maley-Greenough) [8.5]: It
nbav not lie necessary for me to say why I
voted against the motion for the adjourn-
mnict of the deb-ate as; moved by my col-
league, the Minister for Works. It will be
understood that the object of the member
for Perth in introducing the Bill is to assure
it going to a select committee and being ex-
amined from every point of view, so that the
interests, not only of the consumers and pro-
ducers, but also of those who have businesses
already established in Perth, may be con-
sidered. The Auctioneers and Packers' As-
sociation and produce merchants are vitally
affected by the Bill. Al! those interests
should receive proper consideration. The
negotiations for the provision of city markets
have been going on for a long time. A
dcputatioa from the city council approached
the Premier regarding legislation to he sub-
initted and asked that the Solicitor General
should be allowed to draft a Bill for this
particular porpose. The Premier told the
representatives of the council that they
should draft the Bill and it could then be
reviewed by the Solicitor General. When
this Bill was placed before me, I hesitated
to take charge of it in its present form.
While the negotiations were proceeding, I
was approached by a deputation from the
Auctioneers and Packers' Association, the
Bridgetown Fruitgrowerg' Association, and
other interests, with the request that 1, as
Minister for Agriculture, should convene a
conference between the council and the vari-
ous bodies interested. The council said they
had already met those bodies and they re-
fused to meet them again. That was the
position until I recommended that the Bill
should be brought forward by the Council
and introduced in this Chamber by the mem-
ber for Perth.

Mfr. Underwood: 'It should have been in-
troduced by a Minister.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
recommended the adoption of the course
I have mentioned so that the Bill could
be referred to a select committee and
the interests of those concerned investi-
gated. I shall not delay the House at
any length because I understand that
the Bill cannot be referred to a select
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committee until the second reading has been
agreed to. Some of the powers sought under
the Bill are, to my mind, somewhat debat-
able and of an extraordinary nature. It will
have the effect of practically closing up some
of the old-establishied produce merchants of
Perth, because under Clause 6 no man can
sell more than £1 worth of produce outside
the market. Knowing as I do the quantities
of chaff and grain that will be available for
sale in the markets, when open trading come-
mences, 1 realise that this provision will vit-
ally affect the interests of the producers, not
only in the wheat bell but throughout the
fruit-growving districts. 1 merely rose to make
this statement. The House should protect
itself by appointing a select committee to in-
quire into the various interests concerned,
and I ask members to allow the Sill to pass
the second reading stage so that the select
committee may be appointed straight away.

Mr. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [8.10]: In
supporting the seconding reading of the Bill,
I welcome the remarks of the Minister for
Agriculture and congratulate the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) on introducing such a Bill.
Many overtures have been made to the Gov-
ernment in the past to establish some better
system of marketing produce. My constit-
uency is a great fruit growing district and
our trouble in the past has beea the absence
of some adequate systemn of marketing. We
have been at the mercy of private individuals
-1 disagree with the conteations of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin)-and private firms, and during my
remarks I will show hon. members something
of what has happened when frnitgrowera have
sent their products to Perth for Sale, and the
discrepancies that have been recorded. I ap-
prove of the appointment of a select com-
mittee to go into these matters. I will plae
before bon. members proof of what I have
said, and I amn not afraid to mention names.

Mr. Mann: That information could be
given to the select committee.

Mr. Mr. J. H. S MITH: I will put it be-
fore the Chamber to-night.

Mr. Simons: Hear, hear!
Mr. J. HI. SMITH: I have a letter from

Mr. W. Mc~enna, who is growing fruit at
Balingup. He asked me to place this ifor-
mation before the House as proof of what
has taken place when fruit has been ar -
keted .in Perth. The metropolitan area acts
as the great distributing centre for our pro-
duce. The twvo firms affected are F. W.
Lantzke and Berry-man Eros. A consignment
of 17 cases of apples were sent by Mr. Mc-
Kenna to the Perth markets, six cases being
despatched to Berryman Bros., and 11 cases
to F. WV. Lantzke. Exactly the same class of
fruit was packed in all cases and they were
taken from the sme tables. I will read the
result to the Rouse. Of the six eases con-
signed to Berryman Bros. one case brought
]Is., one 9s. 6d.; two brought 12s. 6d. each,
making £1 5s.; one brought 12s. and another
12s. 6d.; giving a total of M3 109. As against
that, the charges were: Coinmission, 3a. 6d;

railage, (is. 5d.; cart age, 9d.; giving a net
result of £2 Os. 4d. 1 do not desire to boost
Berrynman Bros., but in that instance, 1 con-
sider the result disclosed that there was no
ring operating. A small mail could come in
and buy his case of apples. It is well known
that a ring does exist, and that its members
buy the fruit at their own price, and So rob
the producer. I welcome the Bill, because 1
think it will lead to better conditions. If the
Governmnt had accepted oar overtures years
ago and provided markets, the producers
would have had a better chance to realise,
something for their labours, instead of being,
as they arc, at the mercy of the bloodsuckers
in Perth. Now 11 eases of the same fruit
were sent to Lantzke. Lantzke sold the ap-
ples in one 11-ease lot. He showed in his re-
turn that the price obtained was 49. 9d. per
ease, that the commission was 2s. 6d., rail-
age 7s. Ild., ourtage and handling Is. 2d.,
total expenses 12s. 6d., net return £l1l4s. 3d.
If that is not a argument for a select comn-
miittee, I do not know what is. Clearly there.
is something radically wrong. With the
greatest pleasure in the world will I support
the Second reading.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.18]: 1
move-

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and a division taken with the

.following result-
Ayes
Noes

- -- - . - 14
-. .- .. 19

-- 5

Luter
Marshall
McCallum
Munale
Richardson
Troy
Mullany

(Teller.)

Pickering
Please
Simpson
Scaddan
Simons
J. H. Smith
A. Thomson

Underwood
flaylea

(Teller.)

Majority against

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwln
Collier
Carboy
George
Heron
Johnston
TLambert

Mr. Oarter
Mr. Obessan
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Durack
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Hlckmnott
Mr. Latham
MrT. C. 0. Malay
Mr H. XC. Malay
Mr. Mann

ArmS.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noss.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MAr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Motion thus negatived.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George-Murray-Wellington) [8.22]: 1
voted for the adjournment at the start of
the debate, because there are in the Bill
many points which in my opinion require
to be closely scrntinised by the Crown Law
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Department. The meniber for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) has pointed
to certain provisions, and there are others,
demanding serious consideration. I will not
deny thIt the eab blishment of markets on
proper lines in Perth would he of value;
but that the Bill provides those proper lines,
I stoutly deny. We have here clauses which
will greatly interfere with that part of the
metropolitan area without which Perth
could not exist. Perth eists, not as a
sort of culminating point, buot merely to
perform its services to the suburbs and the
country districts. Those interests have to
be considered. Then there are also to be
considered other Acts which the Bill affects.
Therefore, it would have been only just and
resonable if the adjournment bad been
-granted. It may be argued that the select
committee will get out all the essential
facts. Still, that committee's task would
be much easier if, on the main points of
law and present conditions, competent direc-
tion could be obtained. The Public Works De-
partment has a branch known as the local
government branch. The officers of that
branch are all trained men- The whole of
their time is given up to the study of ques-
tions affecting local government. It is not
unreasonable to claim that the Bill should
have been submitted to those officers, so
that when we again met it would he possible
for me to convey to the House their con-
sidered opinions of the measure.

Hon. P. Collier: I have never before
known an attempt to bludgeon a Bill through
at the one sitting.

The MINISTER FOB WORKS: An imi-
portant Bill such as this, dealing with the
capital city, should have been circulated, and
opportunity given to members to study it
before attempting to debate it on the second
reading. I am sure the Leader of the
Opposition would not have opposed the first
motion for adjournment had he entertained
any idea that we were to have a long second
reading debate such as we have had. It
was generally understood that the Bill was
to be referred to a select committee. 'But
the House is not in as good a position to
consider the advisability of sending the Bill
to a select committee as it would have been
had we had the advice of the Crown Law
authorities and of my officers as a guide.
The member for Perth (Mr. Maii) has
spent the greater part of his life in follow-
ing direct action, and has not yet acquired
the ability to t-omhine direct action with
those powers of reflection which no doubt he
possesses. In consequence, he is over-ready
to jump into the breach.

Hon. P. Collier: The Bill will go into the
waste-paper basket.

Mr. SLMONS (East Perth) [8.27): 1 hope
the House will give every encouragement to
the City Council in their endeavours to place
on a logical basis the marketing of produce
coming into their area. I am astounded at
the embittered hostility the Bill has broughit

forth. I cannot understand it, except on
the theory that it arises from that general
hostility to any innovation, anything that
makes for civic improvement. One of the
most saddening experiences I have had in
the House is that every time a proposal in-
volving a big enterprise or large expenditure
is brought before us it is exposed to an
almost insane fire of critical remarks and
embittered attacks.

'.%r. Lanmhert: What about the Bill?
Mr. SIMNONS: If members wish to bring

iii something creative, they are immediately
made targets for attack. Whenever, during
the last 18 months,' a big scheme has been
launched here, members have busied them-
selves to discover how best it could be
blocked.

Mr. Lambert, What about the Bill?
Mr. SIM1ONS: What about the Bill ! The

hon. member has a bill like a pelican's, and
he is always sticking it in where it is not
wanted. In Perth we lack co-ordination in
the handling of -produce. We have some
inembers contending that a proposal
launched eight years ago should not
ho subject to change, that because in
1914 evidence was taken which, perhaps,
is not applicable to-day, we must adhere
to what was done eight years ago.
We must give the City Couucil an opportunity
to review the question of the site of the
proposed markets. No matter what evi-
dence led the select committee to determine
the site, it was a most illogical and unecono-
mical and unwise decision to say that the
whole of the produce from the hinterland to
be marketed in the city environs should be
hauled right through the heart of the metro-
polis. If we review our great railway system we
find wve have four main lines coming into
East Perth, one taking in the traffic from tho
goldfields main line and the eastern wheat-
belt, another from the Great Southern, an-
other from the Midland districts and the
other from the Southi-Western districts. The
logical point of distribution of the produce
coming in by these big main railway arteries
is the point at which the railways junction. I
do not know whether engineers or land job-
bers fixed the market site down in the west
end of the city, but I should say they were
certainly not engineers. It must have been
some land jobbing considerations that de-
cided to put the markets there.

The Minister for Works: Nothng of the
kind.

Mr. SIMONS: Thea it was a very unwise
Choice of position.

The Minister for Works: It might have
been, but it was not what you say.

Mr. SIONS: It ivas not a position which
could be justified on any ground of economy
or commercial consideration. It certainly is
not justified from any standpoint of engineer-
ing. The main point of our railway system
where a great volume of passenger traffic is
handled is the Perth central railway station,
and it is proposed to confuse and congesti
that, the charges were: Conmnission, s, 6d.;

1020



L5 OcTomE, 1922.] 12

every ton of produce brought over onr big
railway arteries. Any engineer who tried to
justify such a policy does not know his
job.

The M3inister for Works: You do ndt know
tha facts, my son.

Mr. SIONS: It is most uneronomical to
Make Of the Perth railway station a bottle
neck through which we have to haul every
earense of beef, every cabbage and every
turnip fronm the country. Although I have
great reverence for the experience of the
Minister, I maintain there is nothing econo-
mical in such a policy.

The Minister for Works: I simply said
you do not know the fact;, nor do you.

Mr. Lambert: Facts are strangers to you.
Mr. SIMONS: I am a stranger to the arts

and wiles practised by the member for Cool-
gardie. 'No matter what the 'Minister for
Works mtay say, the average layman knows
there is nothing logical in 'unnecessarily haul-
ing dead cargo right through the big passen-
ger channels of this city. The logical place
for establishing markets for the distribntion
of the produce brought from inland is where
the lines come together, and that is near
East Perth.

Mr. Richardson: That is the spot.
Mr. Marshall: Who represents East Perth?
Mr. STIMON 2: It is very ably represented.

If we study the trend of city development
since 1914 wben this old site was selected,
we must realist' that the business heart and
main commercial arteries are trending west-
ward. We have warehouses coming westward
all the time; the mercantile centres and the
great merchandising areas are comning west-
ward, and to plant a. produce market in
amongst the mercantile establishments is
against all the practice of modern cities. It
has been mentioned by the member for Xorth-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) that
the laud purchased seone years ago involved
a big expenditure. Certainly it did. With
perfect fairness the hon. member mentioned
that the land had since increased in value
considerably. It would therefore be a Wise
business pirocedu~re to dispose of that lund
at the enhanced price, the State getting the
benefit of the unearned increment. I believe
that site was wrongly selected, but I believe
it could be disposed Of to great advantage
and without harm being done to anybody. In
every big city we find the civic bodies and
State bodies aiming at bringing together the
scattered interests of every defned activity.
The keynote of nmodern Organisation in
marketing and commerce generally is co-
ordination, and unless we have our mar-
keting system for the city co-ordinated
and brought under one headh we shall
never have any systeinatised 'handling of
our produce. The position we are in
to-day is we have two markets in Stirliag
street, two in Jamnes-street, two in Roe-street
and one in 'Well ington-street. Altogether we
have seven defined markets in different parts
of the city. Apart from economy of handling
commodities, let us look at it from the health

standpoint, Ev-ery market area is to a great
extent a breeding place for flies. From a1
health standpoint it is uneconomical to have
to apply fly preventive nmeaisures at seven dif-
ferent ptoints.

Mr. Corboy: Do you want them at East
Perth?

Mr. SI'MONS: The point I wish to make
is that if we centralise the markets at East
Perth ar in any other part of Perth-

Mfr. 'MeCallum: You will centralise the flies
there.

Mr. SIMONS: The hon. member will be
among them.

Mr. MeACalluin: Then I would blow you.
Mr. SIMONS: If we establish the mar-

kets at one point we shall be able to bring
in economical methods to apply to the whole
area and thus banish the fly problem
at the markets. This is going to lie
one of the great advantages of the
centrabised scheme. Tf we ceatralise, wire
can apply to the one point of the city methods
which cannot be economically applied to seven
scattered points. Another question bas to be
considered: The examination of vegetables
and kindred produce should be just as strict
from n health standpoint as the examination
of an eat, and it should be of great advantage
also front the standpoint of flhe Department
of Agriculture. At present it is necessary
for inspectors to visit seven different market-
ing points in ordler to ascertain whether pests
are being brought in on the fruit and vege-
tables. If all the fruit were passing
through one great receiving hopper, as
it were, the examination and inspec-
tion and opportu ni ties for tracing the
source of any pest infecting the fruit
would he considerably impr-oved. From the
standpoint of the producer apart altogether
from the advantages of marketing and faqir
dealing, there is a lot to commend the eca-
tia used scheme. The Bill is not perfect, but
T. believe in its main essentials and generdi
principles. The measure shold comnd it-
self to every member.

Capt. Carter: It has not been attacked
on that ground.

'Mr. SIMONS: 'Nor on any broad ground.
I admnit the Bill i.s not perfect, but with re-
servations which will doubtless be recoin-
mended by the select committee, T believe the
general principles, after a close eamination,
will meet with the full approval of members
of the House.

Mr. Lathant: We shall not re~iea select
committee after the debate is fnihd.

Mr. SIMONS: All the better; but I intend
to say what I set out to say because it looks
as if there has been an attempt to sanotlu'r
this Bill in its infancy.

The Minister for Works: There has heen
no attemipt to smother it at all.

Mr. Corboy:- They tried to smother all dis-

Mr. SIMIONS: We wanted a full discus-
sion right from the start. I regretted to hear
the Minister for Works reproaching the nunm-
ber for Perth as a man who loved direct
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action. I do not think there has been any ad-
ministrator in office in Western Australia
who has been such an advocate of direct ac-
tion as has the Minister f or Works. I re-
member where there was a bridge at William-
street and the Minister had it removed in
the night.

The 'Minister for Works: It was done in
the daylight and the council were notified by
letter.

Mr. SIMONS: It. was direct action of a
most extreme kind and the letter was posted
at a time when the postal authorities had no
opportunity to deliver it before the demoli-
tion. The .1'inister for Works has given many
examples of direct action, and yet lie re-
proaches the member for Perth on the same
score.

The Minister for Works: I did not intend
it as a reproach.

MrT. Lathamn: You do not snggest he is
going to demolish the markets in the esme
way.

'Mr. SIMONS: H2e might try to talk them
into demolition, though he is hardly likely
to bring them down by sheer physical force.
The member f or North-East Fremantle men-
tioned that the House'should be more solidi-
tons of the rights of ratepayers. This Bill
has been under review for, several days, and
I hare not heard of one ratepayer havin
protested, and I live amongst the ratepayers
of this locality,

Mr. Johnston: We only got the Bill to-day.
Mr. SIMtONS: The matter has been dis-

cussed in the City Council and among the
marketing people of Perth-

The Minister for Works: There have been
no newspapers to give us reports of the coun-
cil proceedings.

Mr. SIMONS: We had some wonderful
newspapers during the strike. Some 15 or 16
ratepayers have approached me as a mnetro-
])olitaii member and asked me to support this
measure. This alone gives me an indication
that the Bill has not been kept quiet or
hushed up as some members would] have us
believe.

Mr. Mann: There have been several de-
putotions and conferences.

Mr. SI"MONS: It has been a matter of
broad public discussion for at least a year,
and the Bill represents the culmination of a
long series of discussions. The member for
North-East Fremautle saa the rights of the
ratepayers should he protected. This is the
position we should take up: The ratepayers
have duly accredited representatives to whois
they have given powers. These represen-
tatives are the city councillors and they
are responsible to the ratepayers of the
city. They have to answer for the
authority they are asking from us. I do
not think it is the function of members
who live ninny miles from Perth to show
such a new-hot-n. solicitude for the rateparrs
of the metropolitan area. All the functions
of the City Council have been derived from
the ratepayers, and the council are for the
time being the custodians of the interests of

the ratepayers. It is not our function to
question the wisdom of the City Council in
a matter of this sort. I hope, therefore, that
the Bill will receive the full support of mem-
bers, and that the modifications which the
select committee contemplate will make of
it a very passable measure, which nwill put
PerthI in line with all the cities of the East-
ern States and with practically all the cities
of the world. The suec-essfnl cities of modern
times are those which have aimed at common
sense co-ordination, and this pooling of the
products of the commnuity for intelligent
marketing and advantageous handling will
represent a very loag step forward in the art
of ce-ordination. I do not believe we shall
have any serious opposition from those who
give the mreasure close attention, especially
after the report of the select committee is
limLsented to the House for consideration

'Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) 18.45]:- The
member for East P erth (Mr. Simions) was
certainly sparring at arm's length with the
Bill. It is a very cheeky aiid clumsy con.-
spiracy to obtain further power for the City
Council.

Mr. jaI:Ln: You do not give thenm credit
for honest intentions.

Hon. P. Collier: You are afraid to let the
people judge for themselves. You want to
bludgeon the Bill through on the first day.

Mr. LAM1BERT: I know nothing of their
intentions, but it is sufficient for mec tu know
that we are dealing with the City Council.
There is of course a, great deal in co-ordinat-
ing our merchandise and handling it properly
in con tralisud quarters. The Bill, however,
goes further and ignores aill the principles of
finance in -regard to the rights of taxation as
embhodied. in the 'Municipal Corporations Act.
It seeks to give the City Council an absolute
mionopoly to market merchandise for all time.
It is not necessary for me to rend Clause 6.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion, member cannot
discuss the clauses of the Bill on the second
rendin g.

Mr. LA'MBERT: That clause gives the
City Council full and absolute power to
handle certain specified goods. Power is
.sought to frame regulations whereby any
merchandise can he brought under the an
thority of the City Council. w5V have heard
the big drum beaten by my- eloquent friend,
the mnembher for East Perth, and we have
heard of the desires of the City Council for
i-entral nmarkets, hut we have heard nothing
-is to the protection of the producer who will
i-end his produce to the market, and hand it
over to a band of bungling humbles whose
powers should be carefully and properly cir-
sumscribed before they are given any more.

Mr. Mann: Did You hear the member for
Nelson sp'eak on the Bli?

Mr. LAM\BEBRTZ I am usually greatly
impressed by the speeches of that hon. mem-
ber. I was Just as much impressed to-night
as T have usually been, so that the member
for Perth trill now know how much I was in-
fluieneed by his remarks. This is a matter
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which affects the foodstuffs of a big consum-
ing community. It will also affect all the
eatable, produce sent in to the metropolitan
area. It is an impudent andI cheeky con-
spiracy to giveo power to the City Council.

Mlr. Mann. The Government -asked them to
take over the responsibility.

Mr. LAM BERT: I know. Ever since the
tJoverrnient have been in office they have
frittered away every vestige of the responsi-
bility of government.

Hon. P. Collier: And have selected other
people to dio their work for them.

Mr. LAMBERT: They have appointed
Royal Commissions in great number, and
have even gone so far as to ask the member
for Perth to saddle himself with the responsi-
bility of this iniquitous measure, which con-
stitutes an. insult to the intelligence of memn-
ben.,

Mr. Mann: I do not wish to shirk the
responsibility.

Mr. LAMBERT: We will sea that he does
not do so. Before this Bill sails into smooth
water it will have a stormy passage.

Hon. P. Collier: He will not know his
bantling.

Mr. Mann: I think his bark is worse than
his bite.

Mr. LAMBERT: Not one clause in the
Rill has merit enough to warrant the appoint-
ment of a select committee to deal with it.
I am opposed to making the slightest de-
parture from the principle guiding the bor-
-rowing powers of municipailities. No mnuni-
cipal corporation should be allowed to bor-
row a quarter of a, million of money with-
our referring the matter in the ordinary way
to the ratapayers, the people who own the
taxable property of the city. The member
for Perth, who for the time being sits in the
Nationalist nest, should have griater regard
far the interests of property owners than he
has so far displayed.

Mr. Mann: They arc not objecting. WMr. LAMBERT: I do not know that. W
have only had the Bill before us for a few
minute;, nod they have had no opportunity
of objecting. They do nut know that it
affects the finances of the metropolitan areat
to so great an extent, or that it will give the
city bumbles power to spend a quarter of a
million of money without reference to them.
The whole thing is monstrous.

Mr. Mann:- You should commend their en-
terprise.

Mr. ?KeCallum: Their cheek.
Mr. LAMBERT: And their impudence.
Hon. P. Collier: They should clean up

their streets and make their footpaths.
Mr. LAMBERT: If they had some regard

for the elementary principles of local govern-
meat, and showed that they could make or-
dinary footpaths and drains which would not
endanger the bones of almost every citizen
using the highways and byways of the city,
it is possible we might allow them to run
sanitary depots and other things. Until then
we must hesitate to give tlim any additional
power such as would be given by this Bill.

The whale principle of local government, as
the power is delegated under the Municipali-
ties Act, is monstrous. It is absurd to ask
an honorary body of bunglers to manage the'
affairs of a municipality. That is going back
to the dark ages. If the city affairs were
run by three good engineers or commissioners,
on the money that is collected from the rate-
able property, and spent as it would be, judi-
ciously and scientifically, we should probably
have one of the finest cities in Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a beautiful city
ruinod by bunglers.

Mr. LAMB ERT: We have one of the most
disgracefuLlly kept highways in any city in
Australia. It is akin to the *old Spanish
rubble roads of centuries ago. Harvest-
terrace reumained for years an eyesore and a
disgrace to any comniuity, and was only
patched tip recently because a pistol was vir-
tually held at the head of the City Council,
which wvas compelled to do the work.

Mr. -Mann: That is hardly fair.
Hon. P. Collier: They have defaced the

face of natuire.
M1r. LA-MBERT: They sit in an abstract

kind of way and talk airily about town plan-
ig and the city beautiful. They have no

more conception of the city beautiful than an
aboriginal. They have now induced a private
member to bring here an impudent demand,
that wve should hand an unrestricted power to
these town bumnbles to control all the edible
goods that come to the metropolitan area&
The thing is unthinkable. The member for
East Perth ('Mr. Simons) set tip many high
ideals. He chastised members because they
could not take a big conception of this
scheume. lie urged us to be large and ex-
panisive in our views upon a matter of this
kind,' but hie had not proceeded five minutes
before lie descended to the most miserable
parochial view by claiming that the scheme
should be establied in his own constituency.
What a broad conception of National ideals!
In any other place they would be established
ill a battle neck. If the neck were like that
of the hon. memb er- it would indeed be a
bottle neck.

'Mr. Simious: You are going well.
Mr. LA3,IBEFRT: If it is seriously con-

teniplated that we should waste the State's
money by referring this Dill to a select co~m-
mittee, it should at least he one that would
servo as aL working basis. The Bill should
have some semblance of common sense and
decency. It has no semblance of either. It
represents a conspiracy to give these bung-
ling bumbles power that was never contem-
plated. No man in his senses would arm
such a body with so much power. The City
Council have had a taste of payable monopo-
lies, in the electric lighting supply.

Mr. Pickering: They did not make a bungle
of that.

Mr. LAMBERT: No. If we give them the
right to handle all the imerchandise that
comes into the metropolitan area they will
not make a bungle of that either.

Mr. Simons: It is a bold proposal.
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Mr. LAMBERT, It is. I intend to vote
against the submission of the Bill to a select
committee. I would welcome the idea of a
big central market, hafving regard to our rail-
way system, but until we have placed before
us a measure embodying the necessities of
the metropolitan area, and the fundamentals
ol common sense, it is not worth wasting time
and money over the matter, particularly when
we are dealing with the City Council.

Mr. LATIIA3I (York) [8.581: It is ap-
parent that members intend to deal with this
meapure without submitting it to a select coni-
mittee. Jt does not appeal to the pnrty to
which I belbng.

Mr. 'Mann: Are you speaking for the
party?

Mr. LATHTAM: I am speaking for my-
self.

Hon. P. Collier: The executive hove not
seen it.

Mr. LATHAM:t We do not worry about
the executive. They do not dictate to its.

Mr. Mann: Do you say it does -not appeal
to the party!

Mr. LATHAM.N: It does not. Markets are
needed in the city, and 1 hoped we should
have at proposition placed before us thatwould be of beniefit to the conmmnitr. T w ill
vote against the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) 18.59): I
protest against sonic of tile arguments that
bave been put forward. The member for
East Perth (11r. Simons) condemned some
members because they dared to criticise err-
I-am stages of the Bill. This Bill was only
piesented to us to-night. It is not giving
members a fair opportunity to discuss it to
rush it through in this way. I want to enter
a protest against any such action, because
this Bill is taking precedence of many other
measures awaiting consideration. Very few
members except those immediately interested
in the municipality of Perth have had any
opportunity of knowing beforehand the pro-
visions of this particular meanure. There is
a certain degree of arrogance shown by the
persons putting forward the Bill in that they
take to themselves the term "metropolitan
area. " The merepolitan area actually ex-
tends from Midland Junction to Fremantle,
as we know. The Bill represents one of those
innocent little things of which the House
muest be careful, In the negir future we shall
probably have a small amendment proposed
bringing under this measure the whole of the
districts which actually constitute the metro-
politan area. 'My own electorate does not
wish to he included under this Bill. However,
I believe in the principle of the measure. I
believe that with a proper Bill, duly con-
sidered by a select committee, the Perth
CiLty Council wonid be capable of managing a
market successfully. Prom my experience of
metropolitan councillors I say that they are
as good mn individually as are members of
this House; and I want to declare that.

Mr. Simons: Well meaning men, too.

Hell P. Collier: Well meaning men with
limitations.

Mr. RICHARDSON:. They give their time
and their capacity gratuitously. Looking
around this Chamber I observe that the great
majority of members here have graduated in,
thle miuicipal councils.

Hon. P, Collier: That is why the municipal
councils are nonw so poverty stricken. All the
cream has got here.

'Mr. RICHARDI)SON: 'Many mnembers of
this House are still connected with municipal
bodies. I propose to deal with one or two
phases of the Bill. One provision which
strikes, ine as sonmewvhat severe is that the
Perth City Council shall be authorised to de-
clane any public street a market reservv. 'No
previous speakier has alluded to that point.

Mr. Manzi: It is a necessary precaution.
Mr. RICHIARDSON: But thpre must be a

satfeguarcl to it. The Perth City Council may
not at all times consist of such good council-
bnra as compose it to-fay. There must bie a
proviso to prevent future councillors from
possibly going to extremeps. Clause 6 has
been the subject of discussion to-night. Frac-
tically the whole of the produce consumned in
the suburbs west of Perth has to coime
through the city of Perth, and therefore [
stronrgly object to Clauise 6 in so fnr as it
vrovides that all produce coming through the
Perth, municipal district must pay' a toll be-
fore it can be sold. The whole of the produce
coning to Subinco must go there either by
rail, or else by road fromt Osborne Park, and
therefore must pass through the Perth area.
As a result Subiaca will be subject to a. fine,
because its people reside outside the Perth
municipality.

M-r. M.\ann: The clause does not say
"brought through,'' but "brought into."

Mr. RECHARDSON: Can one bring any-
thing through a district without bringing it
into the district? This is another of the
innocent little provisions that now and again
conic before thle House.

Mr. 'Mann: You do not think there is an
attempt to deceive the Hlouse, do you?

Mr. RICHARDSON:\ No, I do not. I ant
dratwinig attention to these matters in order
that tho Houise may not be deceived. The
Bill lays it Iowa that the Perth City Council
may '"prescribe"' for the Perth market the
following: Fruit, vegetables, fish, meat, poul-
try, butter, eggs, dlairy produce, chaff, hay,
corn, straw, or other products Or provisions.
Whilst I am prepared to assist the Perth
City Council by every reasonable means to
secure prodluce for their miarket, I cannot
agree to such a clause.

'Mr. Mann: To what don you take excep-
tion?

Mr. RICHARDSON : Particularly ''other
products or provisions. " IProvisions"I
means practically everything that we eat and
drink. If the Perth market is to take the
whole of the provisions used by the residents
of the metropolitan area, where is the thing
going to end! The member for East Perth
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(Mr. Simons), naturally, urges the extension
of the market into his area. He put uip
good arguments, toe. One thing he urged
was that if the municipal market went to
East Perth, there would he a concentration
in that locality of the seven markets now
existing, which would mostly be done away
with. But let me point out to the hon. mem-
ber that the same thing would happen if the
municipal market were established in WVest
Perth.

Mr. Mann: The meigher for East Perth
said it would do away with the bottle-neck.

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is why I shall
object to the Perth market being built in thle
East 'Perth area. The experts of the Rail-
way Department tell us that all produce coin-
inig in by rail must come into the main yards,
as there is no room to lay down another line
from East Perth into Perth.

Mr. Mann- The main yards are going to
East Perth.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Notwithstanding that,
it is claimned by the member for East Perth
that if a produce has to go into the 'Perth
station and thence on to West Perth the
effect will be to create a block in the bottle-
'neck. No matter where the Perth municipal
market may be built, it will be necessary to
bring the produce into Perth station; and cer-
tainly a more severe block will be created if
the produce has to be shunted back from
Perth to East Perth. Therefore, and also
because of the market site purchased by the
Government at West Perth some years ago,
West Perth is the better proposition for the
market. Another consideration is that the
extension of the city is now westward. Thus
a markset at West Perth would be much more
central for the city as a whole than one in
East Perth. The Perth City Council most
recognise that a very large proportion of the
supplies conies in from Osborne Park and
thot therefore it would be better for the rail-
ways if the West Perth site were adopited.
If was not prepared to take up the discussion
to-night, because I had not seen the Bill
previously. Consequently, I speak now after
merely glancing through the measure. Howy-
ever, I hope it will go to a1 select committee?.
I believe quite a number of persons are anx-
ious to give evidence. Whilst this Huse, in
My Opinion, is leanling ton much towards Sel-
ect committees and Royal Commissions, yet
on this occasion I shall suplport the appoint-
meat of a select committee, so that wo may
know exactly where we stand and what ne are
doing when the measure comes up for fur-
ther consideration.

On motion by Mr. Corboy, debate ad-
journed.

MOTJON-NARROGIN-DWARDA.
RAILWAY,

To inquire by select committee.
Debate resumed front the 14th September

on the following motion by Mr. Hickmott-
That a select committee be appointed

to inquire into the advisability of eon-

structing - the Ntarrogin-Dwarda railway,
and that all work on that line be sus-
pended pending report of committee.

The 2dISTEE F'OR WOPRKS (Ron. WV.
J. George--MurrayWellington) (9.14] : In
dealing with this motion the member for
William s-XNrrogin (Mr. Tohnston) passed
quite a numiber of strictuares upon the
actions of the Government generally and
upon mine iii particular. I can quite under-
stand that the hon. mnember feels very
much disappointed at the idea of a railway
which he has so much at heart, and which
had actually been started, being stopped for
reasons which to his mind were not conclu-
sive. Therefore I take very little notice of
some of the statements made by the hon.
member, since I know that his goodness of
heart was overcome by his sense of griev-
ance. It is not necessary for me to go into
the genesis of the Narrogin-Dwarda railway.
The line was fully discussed years age, and
it was passed by a former Parliament. Its
coustruction tias been retarded by various
causes into which it is hardly necessary to
enter. I take up the attitude that although
it is right and proper to say that regard for
the promises and actions of previous Gov-
ernments should not be entirely and, with-
out reason set aside or even hindered, still
incoming Governments have a duty, as well
as a right, to make such inquiries as they
may think fit. If they should find that there
arc! reasons for alterations, such as that com-
plained of by the hon. member, it should be
their duty to act accordingly. In this par-
ticular case there was no hesitation so far
as the Government were concerned, nor is
there now, in agreeing that the line should
be dealt with. The member for Pingelly
(Mr. THckmott) introduced a deputation to
the Premier and drew his attention to the
great diversity of opinion in that neighbonr-
hood, as to whether the route proposed to
be followed was the right one.

Hlon. P. Collier: When was that?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think it

was on the J ith August of this year. The
line was already being proceeded with. We
had a gang of between 30 and 40 men en-
gaged in work in connection with the line,
and sleepers lied been ordered to be cut at
rhe State Sawmoills and stacked along the
line ready fur operations to be commenedi.
There was no intention of trying to defraud
those who have built their hopes on the
construction of this line, of the work. Had
not the member for Pingelly brought this
matter forward, I would have been going
ahead to-day to be in readiness for plate-
laying when the rails arrived from Great
Britain.

[The Deputy Speakter ('Mr. Angelo) took
the Chair.]

Ron. P. Callier: The member for Fingellyv
brought it forward in 1916.

The MINISTER FOR WORXS: I amn
dealing with the recent position so far as



1020 [ASSEMB~LY.]

the department I control was concerned. The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was
What happened before that, hardly affects
my point.

Hon. P. Collier: Certainly it does. The
hon. member protested in 1916, and notwith-
standing that, the position still remains.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
Leader of the Opposition says that the pro-
test was made in 1916, I will not deny it,
hut the line was started under instructions
from the Premier to get on with the work.
I was getting on with it. Whatever promise
"as made in 1916, was revived in August of
this year. The member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) with a deputation
waited upon the IPremnier to explain their
views.

Mr. Johnston: The Premnier promised to
push' on with the work.

The M11\1STER FOR WORKS: As soon
as the member f or Pingelly waited upon
the Premier with his deputation, and as soon
as he gave notice of his intention to move
for a select committee to be appointed to
inquire into this question, it became the
duty of responsible Ministers of the Crown
to consider the position. Immediately that
took place, as can be found by reference to
the files-the report of the advisory board
which had been referred to by the hon.
member, was sent for by myself, by the
Engineer-in.Chief, and by the assistant
engineer, Mr. Tmndalle. We made inquiries
from the Surveyor General, Mr. H. S. King.

Son. P. Collier called attention to the
state of the House.

Belis rung and a quorum formed.

TIhe MINISTER FOR WORKS: The exist-
ence of that advisory board's report wast
unknown to the Engineer-in-Chief, to Mr.
Tindale, or to myself until it was
brought under our notice by the hon. mem-
ber. How it came to pass that it was not
br-ought uinder the notice of the Works De-
partment is not clear. We were informed
that no such report existed. I can only take
it that Mr. King, who gave that information
to the Engineer-in-Chief, had forgotten about
it. In the meantime, I referred the matter to
tlw Premier, because I wanted to know where

Iwas to go to with, the line, as 1 did not
dleire to waste money. When the Premier
found that I had not received the report of
the advisory hoard, hie got to wvork and I
duly received it. I went through the report
and found that while the board dlid not deal
with the line from Dw-ada to Nairogin it-
self, they dealt with a line from Dwarda pro-
r-ceding to the northward, the idea being that
it would reach and serve the rich lands along
the river bank and enable soldiers and others
settled in that vicinity, on what is known as
Michael Brownt's property, to be more favour-
ably situated by having a railway more con-
veniently placed than the one proposed from
1)warda to Narrogin.

Mr. Johnston: And which they had not in-
speeted.

stated in the report they recommended an ex-
tension of iS miles northward from Dwnrda
to serve the settlers along the river and to
sonmc distance north and South of it, as well
as up the Hothamt Valley to Coajatakine Pool.
It is true they did not condemn the route
from Uwarda to Narrogin.

M1r. Johnston: Nor did they inspect it.
rThe MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is true

that it might be taken from their report that
they suggested a spur line to Coajatakine
Pool. It can be argued that way and I mnake
that admission, because I want to be fair.

Mr. Johnston: Hear, bear!
Tho MIILSTEYR FOR WORKS: Whea we

have professional officers and, in addition, a
Minister who knows something about the con-
struction of railways, it is the duty of each
of us to examine the question, not in any
circumscribed manner, but in order to see how
it affects the whole district adjacent to the
proposed line. The only thing that could
be done in the circumstances was to bring the
matte!r under the notice of the Premier. There
were only two courses that could be pursued;
either I was to go on with the line as pro-
posed originatlly from Dwarda to Narrogin
and ignore completely the advisory board's
report, or suspend action for the time being
and inquire more closely regarding the line
to (Ioajatakine Pool. In view of these facts,
there could be only one course to pursues un-
less one was criminally foolish and was pre-
pared to waste State money. Therefore, on
receiving instructions from the Premier, I
gave orders to suspend the work. I think
about 22 men were engaged on the line and
we transferred them to the Nyabing-Pingrup
extension. I admit it was probably an awful
step to take in the eyes of the member for
the district, and that he probably thought
we could not retract. Let me tell the hon.
member, and the House as well, that if we
received instructions to go on with the line
to-morrow, by Monday next I could have
operations in full swing, and all that would
have been lost would be the few weeks in-
volved in making the full inquiries.

Mr. Johnston: Will you do that?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:* I will tell

you about that directly. I want to show the
House and the country, so far as it is inter-
ested, that officers Of My department realise
that their duties are more than to draw their
salaries and sign minutes. I can say that the
officers who have been dealing with the rail-
way have advised me, and through mue the
Goverrnmt, as to a course which is calculated
to place the Government in a better position
to Judge than they were in before. I do not
know at present what uill be the result of
the investigation by the officers dealing with
the line, but I can say that I have reason
to believe that it vsill lend to results.

Hon. P. Collier: Are they still making
inquiries?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
have tabulated their report and the House is
now making the inquiries. The line has been
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gone over and they have been making inquiries
to see whether the line itself can be deviated
further north for a distance of about Eive
miles. Should that be so, we wilt be able to
keep faith with those who have shown such
concern in this matter and give the people to
the north of the line a railat'y within reason-
able distance of cartage. I do not know
whether that w.ill prove to be right, but I
have reason to believe it will be so. At the
same time, the member for Pingelly has asked
for the appointment of a select committee,
and until that motion is dealt with, it will
be impossible for us to do more than to get
ready , if it be so decided, a draft Bill to
place before the House for permission to
deviate the line for a distance of five miles
northwards. The present Act only authorises
a deviation of one mile to the north or the
south. If, as the result of the investigations,'
the engineers find that they can secure a bet-
ter grade or serve the people better by de-
viating for a greater distance, they should
have the opportunity to do so. I hope the
member for Williains-Narrogin will realise
that he has allowed his outraged feelings to
overcome his sound -judgment for the time
being, and that this difficulty is not so great
as he imagined. I advise him to wait and
see the result of these investigations.

Mr. Johnston: We hare been waiting since
1914.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Perhaps
so. The Government hare no objection to the
appointment of a select committee if the
House deems it advisable. We will furnish
all the information as quickly as possible, but
I ask the Hfouse to come to a decision quickly.
I do not like having these operations hung
-up in the air. We desire to be ready for the
work and if it is to be deviated to the north,
as I have indicate(], it will -not matter. Al-
ready some £840 worth Of Work has heen
done on the line find it is not desirable to
have any portion of that money wasted. Of
course, if it should be shown by the evidence
bef ore the select committee that it is adi-
visable to take the other route, the £840 will
not be wasted. However, I want to get on
with the work. I have the men, the plant, and
the money, and so I do not like the delay.
Rut I do not want the member for Williams-
Nayrogin to run away with the idea that I
have done more than indicate possibilities.
Hie must not send out messages saying
that I hare promised anything, beyond the
offer to give the select committee every in-
formation. In my opinion probably the solti-
tion of the trouble will be found by asking
the House to give us a deviation of fire miles
instead of one mile. Then, perhaps, we shall
bie able to make everybody happy.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.321: 1
gather from the remarks of the Minister that
the Government are supporting the motion for
a select committee. If that be so, it reveals
in full measure the extraordinarily lackadais-
ical methods which charseterise the adminis-
tration of the Government in matters of pub-
lie concern. Hers we have a railway wjiieh

was authorised in. 1914. There was never any
question about the route of the line until the
middle of 1916, when the Labour Government
were succeeded by the party now on the
Treasury beaches. It was in the first month
of their tenure of office that the member for
1'ingelLy (M4r. Uickmett) brought under the
ilotice of the Minister for 'Works the question
of deviating this line. That was in July or
Aiigust of 1010. Pull of the teal and energy
which is generally associated with youthful
experience of important office, the MAinister
fat: Works leecided that he would not Only
review the route of this line as requested, but
that hie wvould also give full consideration to
the routes of all railways authorised by the
Labour Gioverunment but not then constructed.

The 3linister for Works: There was no
harml in that, was there?

Eon. P. COLLIER: No, except that it was
claraeteristic of the Mfinister. He was going
to review, not only the decision of the Labour
GJovernment, but the decision of Parliament
by whom h-ach of those lines, including route,
had been sanctioned., The Minister for Works
had decided to set himself up in judgment,
not only upou the policy of the Labour Goy-
ernient, but also upon the Parliament which
had authorised construction of the line.

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: Each of them recom-
mnended by the advisory board.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, everyone of them.
On the 6th October, 1916, the Minister wrote
a minute to his Under Secretary as follows-

All these will be submitted to the Rail-
way Advisory Board, so P.W.D. should
have comprehensive precis of the position.
ready for submission, and also their views.
So instruct.
The Minister for Works: That is nil right.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Very much all right.

The Minister was going to -review the routes
of all those lines authorised by Parliament.
I can understand the Governument deciding to
reconsider the question of what course a line
should take when the matter is brought olp
in the House, or a request mnade by a mem-
ber or by any Considerable section of the
community for a deviation of the route. But
this was a gratuitous desire oa the part of
the -Minister to review the routes without any
request having been made by anybody, ex-
cept the member fur Pin gelly-and that was
confined to this line alone. Because the hon.
member asked for a reconsideration of this
particular line, the Mfinister thought, "'Well,
there might be something wrong with all the
lines authorised by that party.'' Pursuant
to the request -by the lion. member the ques-
tion of the route received consideration from
the Government. There the matter rested
until a few months ago, when the request
for thle construction of the line was renewed
by those interested, and the Government de-
cided to begin the work. When the work
began the question of route n-as again raised
by the member for Pingelly. The Minister
comanented upon the proposal for an altera-
tioa of route to the effect that there should
be no tinkering with it, that the line was
begun, and that construction should be pro-
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cended with. Then we had the acting Premier
most emphatically declaring that, it having
been decided to begin the construction, the
Government would proceed to complete the
line. The Minister for Works endorsed that
view, and the Premier, in response to a large
deputation of something like 40 persons, also
declared tbat the line should proceed to its
completion.

Mr. Johnston: That was on the 11th
August.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Suddenly the work was
stopped after £840 had been expended. But
this is the point, showing how complete and
thorough is the administration of the Gov-
ernment departments affected: After the
work had been proceeding for several weeks
and f840 had been expended, it was stopped,
and it was only then discovered that an ad-
visory board had been appointed in 1920, and
had made a recommendation to the Premier
for a deviation of the route. Three respon-
sible officers, Messrs. Lord, Anketell and
King, constituting the advisory board, had
lodged a report, the existence of which, we
are told, was unknown to the Mfinister for
Works.

The Minister for Works: Quite correct.
Ron. P. COLLIER: How are these things

done in a well conducted department? A
board can be appointed, necessarily by some
responsible 'Minister, can investigate the mat-
ter, can, submit a report to the head of the
Government, and that report is pigeon-holed,
lost or forgotten, and, unconscious of its
existence, the Government, two years later,
proceed to construct the railway!

The Minister for Works: Mfr. King, one of
the signatories, told us there was no report.

Hon. P. COLLit.R: Well, how are these
things done in this well administered depart-
nieat?

The Minister for Works: Apparently the
report did not reach the Works Departmnent.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I an' not holding the
M1inister responsible for his want of know-
ledge of the existence of that report. Still,
voinebodr is rcs;ionsible. But for the agita-
tion for cessation of work on that railway,
the line would have been carried to comple-
tion. It is a mere accident that the con-
struction of the line is not well advanced,
and that we are not saddled with a railway
traversing a route not the most suitable. How
are affairs riln in the department when
these things van happen? And, in order
to complete the farce, "e find that the Our-
ernmucnt say, "We do not know, "e have
no opinions of our own in regard to the
route.'' That is what the Minister has said,
"'I an, awaiting instructions from the select
committee. 'My officers, keen and alert, are
ready to make an advance on this line, north,
south, east or west-it is all the sme to them.
My officers, whose one object is to serve the
country, are straining at the leash to carry
out instructions.'' But, unfortunately, the
Minister and the Cabinet have no definite
ideas on the line at all. That is what the

Minister has told us to-night; he is awaiting
instructions from the select committee.

The Minister for Works: No, no.
Ron. P. COLLIER: When the Minister

for Works was speaking on the extension of
the Wyaleateheie-Mft. Marshall line he made
an important statement respecting the con-
struction of this line under review. He
said-

At the present timec a Bill is being pre-
pared for submission to the Rouse to show
where, in the judgment of those respon-
sible as advisers to the Crown, a deviation
of this line should be masde.

The Minister made that statement in refer-
ence to this particular line.

The Minister for Works: And it is quite
correct.

Hoa. P. COLLIER: He says a Bill is being
prepared for the deviation. So they must
have already decided where the line is to go,
or they could not prepare a Bill for the
deviation. Yet the Minister is asking the
House to agree to the appointment of a
select committee to decide upon the route.

The Minister for Works: No. It is merely
for them to advise us.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is the situation
after all the bungling that has taken place
and even after commencing the construction
of the line. Cabinet have now decided to de-
viate the line and have decided where it is
to go.

The Mfinister for Works: They have not.
Hlon. P. COLLIER: Surely the Minister

did not make to the House a statement which
was incorrect.

The Minister for Works: No; it was cor-
rect.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Hie said the Govern-
ment were preparing a Bill for submission to
the House, on the advice of their responsible
officers, as to where the deviation should go.
If the Government have decided where it is
to go and are preparing a Bill to give effect
to that decision, why do we want a select
committee?

Mr. Johnston: He said the terminus %'ill
still be Narrogin.

Hon. P. ('OLLIER: Why is the time of
the Hfouse nnd the money of the country
being wasted by the appointment of a select
committee if the Government have already de-
cidled the ,iatter It is an absolute farce.
TheV lov-ernmncnt should have some definit6
opinion.

The 'Minister for Works: So they have.
They always have definite opinions and do-
finite actions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We could not have had
greater evidence of indefiniteness than that
they began the construction of the line, haut
all that work has been dissipated. A couple
of weeks ago we were told that the Govern-
ment had formed the opinion that the line
should be deviated. Now we are told that
they have no opinion whatever and are awvait-
ing. instructions from a select committee.
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The 'Minister for Works: No, we are not.
Roa. P. COLLIER: The Government

should stick to their views, and not waste
the time of the House and the money of the
country in inquiry by select committee.
Would anyone say that the member for Pin-
gelly (Mir. Hickmott), who submitted the
motion, made out any ease whatever in justi-
fication of it? Would any member who heard
his remarks or has since read them in "Han-
sard'" say he made out any ease to justify
the banging up of the construction of the
line or any further investigation? The only
point be made was that the Commissioner of
Railways did not agree with the route author-
ised by Parliament, and the reason given by
the Commissoner-no doubt a sound one
from his point of view but very unsound from
the point of view of the general welfare of
the country-was that from the 17 miles
extra distance, he would be able to collect
more revenue by way of freights and fares.
I consider it an insult to ask the House to
appoint a select committee in view of what
has taken place. Have the Government no
opinion on the questioa at silt

The Minister for Wnrks ± Any number of
opinions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quito so. To-day they
start the construction of the railway and to-
monro- they stop it. Then they decide on
some other route and they abandon that again
and want to leave the question to the recoin-
mendntion of a select committee. If the
Government have already decided where flie
line shall go, they should state emphatically
that that is the route to be followed and that
further inquiry by select committee is en-
tirely unnecessary.

The Minister for Works: We like to study
the feelings and ideas of all members.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Because one member
comes forward with a motion and makes out
Ho ease at all-

The Minister for Mines: Why, a member of
another p~lace threatens to resign, a-nd we can-
not allow that, you know.

The Minister for Works: And apparently
i-s ready to back up his action with £1,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Because one member
comes forward with a motion and makes out
no case, is that any reason why the Govern-
mient should run away from their opinions
on the matter?

The Minister for Works: We do not run
away; we stand up to then).

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is niaking a farce
of administration. The line has been author-
ised for eight years and the route has been
confirmed by every Minister of the Cabinet,
and now simply because one member comes
forward with a motion for inquiry by select
committee, the whole thing is to he thrown
overboard and the Government are prepared
to say in effect, "'Probably we were all wrong
ii'. the post. There was a board we apnointed
whose report we knew nothing about. We have
only discovered it two years after it was
made and all we have done was wrong. We

(40J

have no definite opinion on the matter. We
shall plead guilty, throw ourselves on the
mercy of the court and appoint a select com-
mittee to advise us as to where the line should
go, notwithstanding that we have made up
our minds and have a Bill drafted to give
effect to it. We are prepared to tear the
Bill up if you will appoint a select commit-
tee.' " It is an absolute farce. If all the
public works contemplated, upon which many
millions will be expended in the near future,
are to be carried out in this fashion, com-
nmenced and then stopped, and then submitted
to inquiry by select committee, we shall not
get very effective public works construction.
The Government should take the responsi-
bility.

The Minister for Works: Let us get our
second wind.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is a positive farce.
Because a supporter who perhaps may be con-
sidered a more loyal supporter than the one
who is interested in the original route-

The Minister for Works: That is not fair.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Because that member

drops in a letter of five lines to the Minister
saying that some unnamed persons at some
unnamed spot-probably at Dead flog Gully
-desire a deviation of the route, the Whole
thing is to be suspended, and everything
thrown out of gear and the question sub-
mitted to a select caomittee.

The Minister for Mines: It might adjust
a very serious difficulty in the Tanks of the
party.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am afraid the white
ants are so well established in, the founda-
tions of the party that amy attempt by the
Government to placate tbem in this fashion
will only lead to greater disintegration.

The Minister for Mines: What would you
do if a valued member of your party threat-
ened to resign?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Probably the Govern-
ineat will lose the support of a straight-out
loyal supporter, the mnember affected by the

-original route, and get a doubtful one in the
person of the member who moved for the
select conittee. I should like to know
whether the Minister for Railways has con-
sidered the proposal to deviate the line.

The Minister for Mines: I cannot give
away Cabinet secrets.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that, but I
can well understand what has taken place.
It is another instance of the Minister for
Railways becoming influenced by environ-
iunu.

The Minister for Mines: 'No, I am only
anxious to work the railway.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister says his
officers are all ready, that he does not care
where the line goes-north, east or south-
he only wants instructions to get at it. Why
not submit the question to the office boy or
to somone in the department to definitely de-
cide to go ahead? The Government have dis-
covered after all these years that they are
wrong. The f800 spent on the line will prob-
ably be wasted.
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The Minister for Works: No, it will not.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I should not be sur-

prised if, after it is commenced again, an-
other agitation arises and another suspension
results. The Gcverameixt should have a defi-
nite opinion as to where the line should go.
They have all the information necessary.
Years ago before the Bill was first intro-
duced, there was a report and recommenda-
tion by a well-qualified advisory board. The
Bill was passed pursuant to the recommenda-
tion of that board. The Government have
another advisory board and they have re-
sponsible engineers in the department, and
surely with this wealth of recourse and
opinion available, thoy should be able to
make up their minds where the line should
go, and take the responsibility for their
actions.

The Minister for Mines:- We have too
many opinions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government
should not throw the responsibility on a
elect committee. It is reducing responsible
government to a farce. Such an irresponsible
attitude involves the squandering of tens of
thousands of public funds, which will eventu-
ally lend to the Government losing their ma-
jority. I protest against this lackadaisical
method of dealing with public funds, and
Shall oppose the appointment of the select
committee.

On motion by Minister for Mines, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned ot 9.57 v.mn.

Tuesday, 10th October, 199.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4-i0
p.m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTE-FISHING
INDUSTRY.

Extension of Time.
On motion by lion. F. A. Baglin, the time

for bringing up the report was extended until
Tuesday, November 7th.

QUESTION -STATE SAWMILLS, DE
TAILS OF OPERATIONS.

Hon. A. BURYILL asked the Mfinister foi
Education: 1, How many loads of timber havc
been milled at the State Sawmills since wort
started, including timber used for public
works? 2, What is the percentage of wast(
between timber treated in the round, milled,
and the finished product? 3, What royalty
would have been pmaid by a permit holder ir
respect of the timber referred to in answes
to question If 4, Has any royalty or rail-
way freight been charged against the Stat4
Sawmills? 5, What amount of railwa
freight would have been payable in respect
to timber milled at the State Sawmills, and
carried over the State Railways, including
thme 17 miles used for shunting? 6, Is the
forest cuit by the State Sawmills taken on
a face or are only the best patches cut outl
7, Can the Minister explain why the State
Sawmills charge Is. per dozen more for fruit
eases than the privately-owned mills?

Tile MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The number of round loads of karri
and jarrah timber milled since the inception
of the State Sawmills-f672,755. 2, This
varies from 48S per cent. to 60 per cent. 3.
Exactly the same as ls been paid by the
department. 4, All royalties and all railway
freights have been charged and paid. 5, The
railway freight actually paid during the year
1920-21 was £81,397. The cost of transit
over the 17 miles used for shunting is in-
cluded in mill expenditure. 0, The catting
of the forest is subject to the same regula-
tions as other timber cutters have to observe.
7, The State Sawmills' price for fruit cases
is govtrned by the railway freight that has to
be paid, and, if the lion, member refers to
patent collapsible cases, this entails more
work and is a better eae than sup lied by
anyone else. Recently the State SawmWrills
have reduced their price Is. per dozen, and
latterly, in consequence of this, outside com-
panies have brought down their prices ac-
cordingly.

BILL-FEDERAL REFERENDUM%.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed front the 21st September.

Rion. J. W. 3IIRWANX (South) [4.37]: I1
nut rather suirprisedi that Mr. Lovekin should
have brought this Bill forward, in view of the
fact that it deals with a matter the subject
of an inquiry by a Royal Commission ap-
poited by this House and another place.
Fire members of this Chamber and five mem-
hers of another place make up the Royal
Commission. The inquiry is being made by
these 10 umembers into the question of the
relattions8hip between the Commonwealth and
the States, especially 'Western Australia. It
is an extraordinary thing-that a Bill dealing
with that very matter should be brought for-
ward now, I am sure, if the hon. member
hand given the matter much thoughit, he would
not have brought it forwarri at the present
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